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Chriſtian Virtuoſo : 
SHEWING, | 


That by being addifed to Experimen- 
zal Philoſophy, a Man is rather Aſliſted,| 
than Indiſpoſed, to be a Good Chriſtian, 


: : 


— — 


— —_——_ a. 
—_—— 4 —— 4 AM ea. 
ha Mi 
_.—D— 


The Fir Þart. 


y T. H. R. B. Fellow of the 
ROTAL SOCIETT. 


To which are Subjoywd, 


[. A Diſcourſe about the DiſtinCtion, 


that repreſents ſome Things as Above 
Reaſon , but not Contrary to Reaſon. 


IT. The firſt Chapters of a Diſcourſe, 
Entituled , Greatneſs of Mind promoted 
by Chriſtianity. 


By the ſame AUT HOR. 
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HE N, many Year's ago, 1 was 


bous the Subje& of the following 
FF. Treatiſe, 1 di it , partly zo 
= give ſome Satufattion to a Friend, aud partly 
2 zo Wa upon myſelf au Obligation, to conſt- 


e more attentively u pon what Grounds it 


= [1 continued in that Obſcurity,if the, formerly 
= »wprevalent, Deſires of thoſe that would have 
2 2 appear in Pablick, had not been enforced by 
7 an Obſervation or two, that I could not but 
3 make. For I could ſcarce avoid taking notice 
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it of the great. and depi: :able Growth of Irreli- 
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induced to write ſomething a- 


7 gion, eſpecially _— thoſe that afpired +. 
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phers. And on the other ſide. it Was Obvions, , 
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ſhew, wp 


= ought not to be ſo, yer) "tis Notorious, that #n 
* the Age 'we live in, there are 100 many Perſons 
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fiered nor pretended to write d Body of Natiinal 


beolog yz nar a Demonſtration of the Chriſtian 
Religion ;, but” _ it ſufficient for he; to 
conſider the Points I wrote of, as far forth as 
was Neceſſary, or very Conducivey to my Pur- 
Poſe. LAnd therefore I thought, myſelf, not only 
Farranted, but Obkged, (in point of Diſcre- 


tion) to decline the mention of ſeveral Argie 


ments and Refletions,- that would indeed have 
bees very Proper, if my Deſign had been, to 

by Oze thould be 3 Chriſtian ; bub 
Impertinent, to. ſhew, that 4 Virtuoſo, while 


this Reaſon < I omitted many Things , that 
would have Enrich'd or Adorn'd my Diſcourſe; 
ſo I have endeavoured to make ſome Amends, 
both by ſuggeſting ſome new Subjects, and. by 
adding on ole that have been already Treated 


F f by ber, divers Thoughts, into which Twas 
ed by 


y the A ttentrve C onſideration of the Sub- 


not have yet occurr?d to the Reader, and my 
5 (amo to. him, either t6 be new, as © the Sub- 


Fance 3 Or, if any 0 them be coincident "with 
the more” known Ones, to have ſomething of 
peculiar, as to the way of . Propomding, or. of 
Applying, them. And,1 confeſs, I was ſome- 
what Encouraged to communicate my Thug 
0n theſe Subjetts, by confrdering, that (tho is 
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| ; | | <A , T 
that axe like to be found more indiſpoſed to be 
| Trapreſs'd on by Arg 
gi from profeſ 


uments, in favour of Reli- 
?/ Divines ,, how worthy 
cewery than from ſuch as I, who am a i; 
man, and have been Jook*d upon as no undi- 


, 
% 


ligent Cultivator of Experimental Philoſophy. 
ind that the Style ” t. 30t, be unſuitab eto 


rhe Writer, and the Deſign; 1 thought fit, in 
my Arguments 2nd MP or ams, both to ems 
oy Compariſons drawn from Teleſcopes, Mi- 

Kc: and To make frequent wie of Nov 
tons, Hypuat heſes, apd Obſervations, in requeſt 
a10718 hh, tbat are called The New philo- 
ſophers. . Which T the rather did; becauſe 


' ſome Experience has taught me, that ſucha Way 


of propoſing and ducidating Things, zs, either 


as moſt clear, gr, upon the account of its No- 


4 


4 


. welty, wont to be more acceptable, than any 


Other, to our Modern Virtuoſi; whom this 
to Gratify, is a good Step towards the  Perſua= 
ding of them. For "tw eaſie to obſerve, that 


forme Men are more acceſſible to Truth, and wilt 
| be more prevailed upon by it, when it us preſer- 


ted to them in One Dreſs, than when it appears 
4n Another: As we daily ſee, that ſome Per- 
ſony will be more eaſily prevailed with to-take 
a Medicine, and that it will have a more kind- 
ly Operation upon them, if it be exhibited in 
that Form and Conſiſtence, that is beſt lik'd by 
he Patients, whereof ſome love to have the 
Ingreajents the Medicine 3s to conſiſt of offer*d 
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then in @ Liquid, others ; ma Soft, and her 
in a Dry, Form. | 
| Thoigh I am ut, ts, FOR as inclikabte 
t0 ſpare the preſent 4 Toe wy though my Cem 
ſwres of” ſome repute Virtv0ſi that live mn it, 
| are written with as harmlefs and friently De- 
3 /igns, as was the ſeeming Rudleneſs of the - | 
= zo 5, Peter, when he ſtruck: him on the Side, 
#nd haſtily rowzed him, but to awake bim, fo. 
take off hi Chains, and to free him Forms: 

* Dangers that threatned him; yet I ſhall be 
more troubled than ſurpriztd, if T 7 ſhall find the 
* following Treatiſe diſliked by divers Perſons, 
that would paſs for Virtuolt, and by ſome that : 
= really are ſo, For ſome Mengethat have but 
3 ſuperficial, tho sonſpicuons, Wits, are not fit- 
3 red ro penetrate ſuch Truths, as require a laſt- 
3 7g and attentive $ peculation : > and drvers,that 
want not Abilities, are ſo taken np by their 
* Secular Aﬀatirs, and their Senſual Pleaſures, 
Z that they. neither have Diſpoſition, wor will 
have Leiſure, to diſcover thoje Traths, that 
require both an Attemtive and Penetrating 
Mind, And more than. of either of theſe 
ſerts of Men there are, whom their Prejudices 


ao (0 foreſtal , or rhety Tatereſt byas, or their 


TW 


= Appetites biind » or their Paſſions diſcompoſe, 
” too much, to allow ag a clear Difcerament, 

and ris he Fudgment, c # Divme! Things, Upon 

which, and other Se? I ſhall at think it 


ft r7mge , f. oat T write "ſhall make 7:0 great 
A 3 Imprefe | 


D, 


The:Preface.. 
Impreſſion on Renders thas Qualified, whom td 


Convert "tis not enough to Convince them: Nor 


ſhall. I-be greatly. diſcouraged, or think much 


the worſe of my. Arguments, if they do not 


make Proſelytes of thoſe, whom Siniſter Con- 
iderations make ſuch Reſolved Adverſaries to 


the Truth, that He alone, that can Preach from 


Heaven, is able to prevail upon them; and 


tbey 1mul(t be Converted, almoſt as Saul the. 
© Perſecutor 2as, by an extraordinary Light from 
Heaven, and a Power able to ſtrike them to 
rhe Ground, But though 1 am not ſo little 


acquainted with the 'preſent Age, as to expect 


z0 plead for Religion with the A probation of 


Atheiſts," or of Libertines, yet T ſhall not think 
7my Pains altogether miſpent, if what T have 


2vritten, either, Startle any Irreligions Rea- | 


Low fo far, as to Engage him to conſult abler 


Aſſerters of C briffianity and V. irtue,thau 1 pres 


tend to be, Or elſe prove ſo happy, as to Con- 


form. and S trengthen » by new Arguments and 


Motives , thoſ e that have heartily embraced 
the Chriſtian Faith aud Morals, though pers 


haps not upon the firmeſ# Grounds, For it- 


will be no ſmall Satwsfaciion to me, if, though 
T cavnot Cowvert the reſcivealy Irreligions, [ 


ſhas at leaſt furniſh thoſe that are not ſo, with 


Preſervatives againſt them , and hinder their 


 Impiety from being Contagious, 


But 
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The Preface. 


! - But 1 fear, that thoſe that are Enemiqy 
* both to the Doftrines 1 propoſe, and tothe Aims 
3 IT perſue, will not be the only Perſons that will 
| find fault with the following Traft ; ſince, 
*# perhaps, there will not be wanting ſome Tnge= 
nous Men, that expected, as well as deſired, 
that I ſhould never write but as a Naturalift, 
becauſe they themſelves eſteem nothing, ſave 
the Laws and Phenomena of Nature, to be 
- Subjefts worthy of a Philoſophical Pen: As 
"zf,, becauſe Rational Spirits are Inuifible anil 
Immaterial. Beings , all Diſquiſutions about 
them muſt bz airy and uncertain SpecuJations, 
and, ike their Objefts, devoid of Solidity and 
Uſefulneſs. But thourh among theſe Ingenionus 
Men there are ſeveral , whoſe Expectations 
from me Iam much more diſpoſed to Gratify, 
than Diſappoint ;, yet, on ſuch an occaſion as 
ths, I muſ} tak? the liberty to own, That [ 
ado not think the Corporeal World, nor the Pre» LS 
* ſent State cf Things, the Only or the Principal 
= CSubjet#s, that an Inquiſitive Man's Pen may be 
worthily employed about ;, and, Toat there arg 
ſome Things that are grounied , neither upon 
Aﬀechmical, nor 119573 Chymical , Nutices or 
I, that are yet far from deſerving 
to be Neglefted, and mich leſs to be Deſpiſed, 
or ſo much as to beleft Uncultivated, eſpecially 
by ſuch Writers, as being more concerned to ach 
85 Chriſetans, than as Viriwuoll, muſe allo think, 
that ſometimes they may uſefully buſy them» 
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 felves about the Study of Divine They as 
"well as at other times employ their Thoughts 
about the Inſpection of Natural Ones, There ate 
ſome Objetts, whoſe Nobleneſs is ſuch, that, 
though we derive no Advantage from them, 
but the Contentment of knowing them, and 
that but wery ne bark too,; yet our Virtuoſ1 
themſebves juſtly think much Pains and Time, 
and, perhaps, Coſt too, well fpent in endeavou- 
ring to acquire ſome Conjectural a of 
them: As may be inſtanced in the Aſſiauons 
* and Tnduſtricus Reſearches they have- made 
about the remote Celeſtial part of the World, 
mp the Stars and Comets that our Age . | 
.z5 expoſed to their Cory: For moſt of i 
theſe, though they require chargeable Teleſcopes, * 
and tediows, as well as unhealthy, Notfurnal | 
O'ſervations, are Objetts, of which we car | 
know very little 2vith any Certainty, and which, 
for ought appears, we can make no uſeful Ex 
_ periments with. Since thevefore 2e ſo much 
prize a little Knowledge, of Things that are 
».t only Corporeal , but Inanimate \ methinks 
wwe ſnould not undervalue the Studies of thoſe 
Acn, that aſpire to the Knowledge of Incorpo- 
rect and Rational Beings , which are incompa= 
ravly more Noble, than all the Stars m. the 
= Iirld, which are, as far as we know, but 
N:ij's of Senſeles and Stupid Matter, Sinee 
alſo ihe Virtuoſt defervedly Applaud and Chee 
rifh the lavorious Induſtry of Anatomiſts , in 
ther 
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# . Adetrvoes, thay ComPplaiſance ought tb be, to 


© This Preface. 


thei E uquiries into the Struftare of dead, 
thaſtly, and oftentimes unheali bfully as well 
S feng wel Ferid, Bodies : Can it be ant Em- 


pojmens improper for a Chriſtian Virtuoſo, 


or unworthy of him, to endeavour the Diſco- 
_wery of the Nature and Faculties of the Ra- 
Hob Mind; which 7s That, that Enobles its 
. Manſion , and 4 ives Man the 4 advantage he 
has - the Beaſts that Periſh? 


IT an content, that merely Natural P 7 


 ſophy ſhould often Employ my Thoughts z and 


'M ”_ my Pen: but I cannot conſent it ſhould Enproſs 
them 


: and Binder wee from being Converſant 
. with Theological Subjets, And ſince, among 
my Friends, I have ſome, (and thoſe not png 


ftderable for their Number, and much le 


' their Merit, that pr + me to Treat of Rela 


g 01s Matters, as well as Others, that would 
have me addjt myſelf fo Cultivate Phyſical 


Z Ones; I, who think myſelf a Debtor to Both 


theſe ſer ts, am willing to endeavour to Gra- 
tify Beth; ad having already, on many Occa- 
| frons, preſented ihe A ter ſart with large, as 
well as Pets Effects of my Complai ance fi 
them, I hope, they will not think it ſtrange, 
that I (ho 11d now and then have Regard to the 
| former ſort, too}, eſpecially, ſince 1 bad higher 


induce me to Treat ſometimes of Thinss that 
might be grateful to thoſe Fr icnds, that are 
_— UW fo 2h CORN: 


We 


_ | The Perle ; 
1 preſume, -it will be taken notice of, that, | 
in the following Treatiſe, as. well as in divers 
of” my other Writings, eſpecially about Subjec}s | 
that ' are purely, or partly, Philoſophical, I 
make frequent ufe of Similitudes, or Compa- | 
| Tt * And therefore I think. myſelf here Þ| 
obliged to acknowledge, once for all, that I did 
zt purpoſely, And my Reaſons for this Pra- 
Hiſe, were, not only becauſe fit Compariſous 
are wont to delight moſt Readers, and to make 
| the Notions, they convey, better kept in Me: 
2nory , whence the beſt Orators and Preachers t 
have made great and ſucceſful uſe of Meta- * 
phors, Allegories , and other Reſemblances z 
but I was induced to employ them chiefly for * 
two other Reaſons: 1. That though I jreely 
coufeſs, that Arbitrary Similitudes, and likes 
 wiſe- Taoſe that are Foreign to the Subject 
treated of, ſuch as are moſt of the Vulgar- 
Ones ,, that are uſually borrowed from the 
Filions of the Poets, and from the uncer- 
tain ,, and often TA Cas , Relations of 
Pliny, Elan, and other too frequently Fa- 
bulozns Writers, are ſcarce fit to be mad: we | 
of but to Vulgar Reagers, or Popular Audi- 2 
zories, yet Compariſons fitly chifen, and well 
applied, may, on many occaſions, uſefully ſerve 
70) illuſtrate the Notions for whoſe ſake they | 
are brought , and, by placing them in a true | 
Light, help Men to conceive them far better, 
ll than ptherwiſe thy would ds, Ant, 2, Ap- 
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Strength, to the Paſſages t 
they are not ahways bare Pittures and Reſem= 
blances ; but a kind of A rgUments ; being 
oftentimes, if I may ſo call them, Analogous 


by that means 


* mntervention of his Staff. | To which T ſhall 
* add, That proper Compariſcns do the Imagi- 
| ration almoſt as much Service, as Microſ- 
YF Copes ag the E ye, for, as this Inſtrument grves 

Hs 


wo ; 
Rs 


Inſtances, which do declare the Nature, or Way 
of Operating, 74 the Thing they relate td, and 
0 


poſite Compariſons do not only give Light, but 
Js belong to, ſmce. 


nr non. 


The Preface. 


4s a diſtin view of divers minute Things, 
* which our naked Eyes cannot "well diſcern, + 
| becauſe theſe Glaſſes repreſemt them far more | 
large, than by the bare Eye we judge them; 
fo a skilfully choſen,” and well-applied, Com- | 

| pariſon much helps the Imagination , by illu- 
ftrating Things ſcarce diſcernible, ſo as to | 
repreſent them by Things much more familiar 

and eaſy to be apprehended, Oo 
T confeſs, I might, on ſome Occaſions, have * 
ſpoken, not only more Poſitively, and Boldly, 
but, as to many Learned Readers, more | 
 Acceptably , if T would have diſcourſed alt= 
gether like a Carteſian, or as a Partizan 

of ſome other Modern Sec of Philoſophizers. 

ut, beſides that , I am not minded to grove 
myſelf up to any Set , I thought it conmve= 
ment, that a Diſcourſe, deſigned to work on 
'l + Perſons of differing Perſuaſions about Philo= 
It fophical Matters, ſhould not declare itſelf 
= dogmutically, or unreſeyveadly, of a Party, © 
but exaploy rather the Diftates of Reaſon, or 
Principles either gramted , or little. conteſted, 

th. proceed upon the peculiar Principles of a 


. diſtinct Party of Philoſophizers. | ol 
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vil IF now and then I have mſiſted upon ſome 2 
v ED particular Subjects, more than appears abſce 
| lately neceſſary, I did it, becaufe that, though 

4 BY I wrote tha Treatiſe chiefly for my Friends, | 
| get I aid not write :+ for them only 3 but 
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| _  Thes  _- * 
Was willing ro lay hotd- on ſome of the Occa- | = # 


 frons that the'Series of my Diſcourſe offered : G: 
me, to excite in myſelf thoſe Diſpoſitions that M9 
t endeavoured to produce in others: And , bt 


. by inſiſting upon ſome ReflecHions, impreſs them 
more deeply upon my own Mind; eſpecially | iT 
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3 when I was Treating of ſome Points, either - + 


| ſo Important , or ſo Oppoſed, or Both, thas _ 
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That” by being addicted to 
Experimental Philoſophy, a Man 


is rather afſiſted, than indiſpo« 
ſed, to 'be, 2 td Chriftian. 
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Perceive by what fou intimate, 


at your” Friends ,'Dr. JW. and. SN 
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I, whom'they-are pleas'd'to look 

as at ili ultivater of Ex-+ 

} BiJoſophy, hould bea con- ' * 
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cern'd Embracer of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion ; tho' divers of its Articles are | 
ſo far from being Objc&s of Senſe, 
that they are chought tobe above the 
Sphere of Reafon, Bur, tho" I pre- 
ſyme they. may;find many Objefs of, 
the hke wonder, among thoſe with 
whom I am compriz'd by them, un- 
er the name of the New Virtuoſt 
and among, Theſe, they may meet. 
with divers:perſons. more able than I, 
ro. caſe them. of their, wonder; y:2, 
Hae are pleas'd. by ſingling me 
out, as 1t were to challenge me to do 
It, I ſhall endeavour to: makeithem 
think It at leaſt leſs ſtrange, 1 hat a. 
great Eſteem of Experience, and a 
high Veneration for Religion, ſhould 
 compatible-in-the- ſame. perſon. . 
Wherefore I ſhall not deny, that 1 
am now and then buſied in deviſing, | 
and putting in-prai 'tyals of fe 
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veral ſorts, and' wakip 'Re etions 


Bud 


upon them; And I own too,.th 
(about natural-things) I have(a.gr 
Reverence for:Experience, in co 
.Atthority. 


cry 
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briſftidn V irtuoſo, 


eclare, that to embrace Chriſtianity, 
I dohot think I need to recede from 
the value and kindneſs-T have for Ex- 
perimental Philoſophy,any rching near 
"16 far as your Friends ſeem to imagin, 
| AndlI hope it will appear, char, If the 
Experimetital' way of Philoſophiſing/ 
[ am addifted to, have any things | in 
: it thatindiſpoſe a.man'to aflent to the 
Truth, 'and live according to the 
Laws, of the Chriftian Religion 5 
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F 


thoſe few things are more than coun-: 

tervail'd by the peculiar Advantages, 
| that it affords a Man'of a well-difs: 
Ppos'd mind,towards the being'a good: 

hriffians = 01 elle, HISTHOY 
'I aid; a man of a wel. -diſpord 

| | mind; ; that | 1s, one, that is both do- 

|} cile, ahditidlin'd ©o make! -pious appli- 
2 cations of the Truths he difcovetrs 5 

| becauſe ſuch a Qualification of Mirid, 

I hope, God, through his Goodneſs, 

bas vouchſaf 'd 'me; and the occaſion 

2 given by your friends to the follow- 

' 3 10g Diſcourſe, relating peculiarly to 

| 225, a 'perfonal account of my Opi-\ 

ions; and reaſons'of. "them, ought tal 
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ſuffice. | And 'twill be ex abundant}, 
(as they ſpeak,) if my Di courſe be 
tound, as it often will be, -to extend 
muci1 farther. -Which Reflection, I 
delire you would frequently have in 
your thoughts, to prevent miſtaking 
the Delign of. the following Epiſtle, 
: I doubt nor, -but the Popular Pre- 
dices, that.,I , perceive. your , two 
riends, among many other more de- 
- Yaut than well-mform'd Perſons, have 
entertain?d;,. will make them think, 
that what I have now deliyer 'd needs 
200. | proof, and. perhaps better than 
1þ1S apable. of.- And therefore hope 
you will eaſily allow me the liberty, 
m-goibg'to take, of briefly :premi- 
ſing) ome things;: to clear the way for. 
cincipal-. Points, deſi ign'd to be 
diſcours d of mghis Letter. - 
I know your need not be told, that 
Philalophy, which 1s moſt in TY 
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CY 
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which by- ſome i is call'd the ew, by 
athers the Corpuſcu/arian,by, others the 
Real, by others ( tho? not fo. ,proper-. 
ly) the Atomical, and by others again. 
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The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. © 


the Carteſs an, or the Mechanical, oi 
loſophy 3 1s built upon two founda- 
| tions, Reaſor: and Experience. Butit 
: may not be impertinent to obſerve to 
: you, that although the Peripatetick, 
and ſome other Philofophies, do alſo 
pretend to be grounded upon Reaſon 
and Experience; yet there is a great 
difference betwixt the uſe that is made 
| of theſe two Principles, by the School- 
: Philoſophers,and by the Virtuoſs. For 
| thoſe, in the framing of their Syſtem, 
: make bur little uſe of Experience 
contenting themſelves for the molt 
part to employ but few and obvious 
Experiments, and vulgar Traditions, 
] uſually Uncertain, and oftentimes 
Falſe; and ſuperſtruting almoſt their 
- Whole Phyſicks upon Abſtra: ted Rea- 
2 ſon; by which, I mean, The rational 
F bary endowed but with its own 
Congenit or Common Notions and 
Idea's, and with Popular Noticesz 

2 that 1 is, ſuch as are common among 
2 men .eſpeciall y thoſe that are any thing 
2} Learned. But now, the Yirtuoſ; 1 
peak of, and by whom, in this whole 
BY Diſ- 
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he Chriſtians, 
Diſcourſe, I mean thoſe, that.LUnde 
ſtand and Cultivate ] xperimental 
Philoſophy, make a much greater and 
better uſe of Experience in cheix Phi- 
loſophical Reſearches. For they con- 
ult Experience; both frequently and 
eedfully ; and, pot content with the 
Phenomena that Nature: ſpontaneouſly 
affords them, they are folicitous, when 
th:y find it needtul , to enlarge their 
Experience by Tryals purpoſely de- 
vis?d; and ever and anon RefleQing 
upon 1t, they are careful to Conform 
their Opinions tO it; or, if there bg 
Juſt cauſe, Retorm their Opinions b 
It. . So that our ara; 1 have a PECU- 
Jiar Right to the dult, ngwiſhing Title 
tha 15 otien given them, of E:perz- 
mental Philoſophers. 
[ can {carce doubt, but your 'riends 
1Ve more th 11 ONCE oblig?d you to 
take notice, of the Prophane Dif- 
.courſcs and Lice: 3tious Lives of ſome. 
Virt 0.3, that boaſt much of the Prin- 
ciplcs of the New. Philoſoph And 
T deny not, but that, if the know- 
ledge of Nature falls into the hands 
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of 'a Reſolved Atheiſt. or a Senſual f 
'Libertine,- he may mifemploy ir to ' 
/ Oppugn the Grounds, or Diſcredit TX 
i—the Pradtice, of Religion... Burwul bh 
| fare much otherwiſe, if a deep in «+ MM 
ſght into Nature be acquir'd by a =. 
man of Probity and Ingenuity, or at *h 
leaſt free from Prejudices and Vices, _ 
that may indiſpoſe him to entertain | % 
and improve hoſt Truths of Philoſo- | 4 
phy, that would naturally lead him to id 
Sentiments of Religion. For, if a | =_ 
Perſon thus qualify'd in his Morals, f 
and thereby diſpos'd to make uſe Wo 
the knowledge of the Creatures to 74 
confirm his' Belief, and encreaſe his i| 
Veneration,of the Creator, (and ſuch E 
a Perſon I here again advertiſe you, _ - 
and defire you would not forget it, s 
7 I ſuppoſe the Yirtuoſo this Paper is F, 
concern'd in, to be) ſhall make a 
3 great progreſs 1 1n Real Philoſophy ; I fi 
7 am perſwaded, that Nature will be *» 
found very Loyal to her Author, and = 
in ſtead of Altenating his Mind from 
making religious Acknowledgments, 
will fur nſh him with weighty and un- bor. 
4 om 
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8 TheChriftianVirtuoſo, 
common Motives, to conclude ſuch 
Sentiments to be highly rational and 
juſt. On which occaſion, I muſt not 
pretermit that judicious Obſervation 
of one of the fir{t and greateſt Expe- 
r1imental Philoſophers of our Age, 
(Sir Franczs Bacon) That God never 
wrought a' Miracle to convince Athe- 
iltsz becauſe 1n his Viſttble Works he 
had plac'd enough to do it, if they 
were not wanting to themſelves. The 
Reaſon he gives for which Remark, 
ſhall confirm, by obſerving, that *tis 
intimated im a paſlage of St. Paul, af- 
ſerting both that the in- 
Rom. 1.20, Viſible things of God are 
mr clearly ſcen from the Crea- 
#ion of the World, as Tokens and Ef- 
_ feds, (asTremember the Particle 0 
in the Greek doth elſewhere ſignity,) 
and that his Divinity and Eternal 
Power may be ſo well underſtood by 
the things that are made, that the 
Gentiles, who had but the Light of 
Nature to lead them to the acknow- 
ledgment of the true God , were 
cuſclels, for not being brought by 
po that 
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The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 9 : 
that Guide to that Acknowledgment. 
_ And indeed, the Experimental Phi- 
loſophy giving us a more clear difco- 
very , than Strangers to it-have , 
of the divine Excellencies diſplay'd 
in the Fabrick and Conduct of 
the Univerſe, and of the Creatures 
it conſiſts of, very much indiſpoleth a 
the mind, to aſcribe ſuch admirable 
Effects to ſo incompetent and pitt- 
ful a Cauſe as Blind Chance, or the 
tumultuous Juſtlings of Atomical Por- 
tions of ſenſeleſs Matter; and leads 
it direfly to theacknowledgment and 
adoration of a molt Intelligent, Pow- 
_erful and Benign Author of things, to 

whom alone ſuch excellent Producti- 
ons may, with the greateſt Congruity, 
be aſcrib'd. And therefore, it any of 
_ the Cultivaters of Real Philoſophy 
* pervert it to countenance Atheiſm, 
2 tis certainly the fault of rhe Perſons, 
Z not the Doctrine; which is to be 
gudg'd of by it's own natural Ten- 
dency, not' by the 111 Uſe that ſome 
bad Men may make of 1t; eſpecially fi 
If the prevaricating Perſons are byt 1 
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pretenders to the Philoſophy they 
F miſemploy; which Character wiil per- | 
Wt | haps be found to belong to moſt," if | 
"TY Not all, the Atheiſtical and Prophane 
"9  Men,the ObjeCtton means. For moſt 
| #11188 of theſe do as little underſtand the 
| Myſteries of Nature, a: believe thofe 
i of Chriſtianity ; and of divers of them 
|  1t may be truly (aid, thar their Sen- 
ſuality, and Lufts, and Paſſions, dar- 

ken'd and ſeduc'd their Intelleds : 

T heir Immorality was the Original 
Cauſe of their Infidelity; nor were 
they led by Philoſophy to Irreligion, 
| but got and perverted ſome ſmattering 
of Philoſophy, to countenance the 
Irreligious Principles, they brought 
with them to the Study of it. b 

' Butall this notwithſtanding, ] fear, 
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Tt If not foreſee, that you will ſurmiſe, | 
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my 
eo 
ne, 


that the (tudy of Natural Philoſophy, 
how innocent ſoever it may be 2» zt | 
felf,, will, zn this Libertine City, en- 
gage me to converſe with many, who, 
tho* they paſs for Virtuoſt, are-indeed 
oy Atheiſts; whoſe contagious Company 
fo muſt Endanger,ifnor Inſet,me, | 
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y | Thus obliges me to tell you, that 


| unkindly, that you are jealous of me 
; on the (core of being Solicitous for 
t | my Safety ; yet I hope my Danger is 
e | not ſo great as you may apprehend it, 

| For F:r#, I muſt own to you, that I 
do not think there are {o many Specu- 


imagin. And tho' my Converſation 
has been pretty free and general a- 
mong Naturaliſts,yet 1 have met with 
ſo few true Atheiſts, that I am very 


Information, or their uncharitable 
Zeal, has made them miſtake or miſ- 
repreſent many for Denyers of God, 
/ that are thought tuch, chiefly becauſe 
, | they take uncommon Methods in 
| Hudyin his Works, and have other 


F | "ge Philoſophers. "Andi 1n the zext 

-| ! place I mult tell you, that having , 
| through the goodneſs of God, choſen 

i | my Religion , not Inconſiderately , 


7 5 but ypon mature Deliberation; I do 


not. find thols Firtueſs, you call Athe- 
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- | tho' I have no reaſon to take it at all 


lative Atheiſts, as Men are wont to 


apt to think, that Men's want of due 


| Sentiments of them, than thoſe of 


. 
pi 
[ + © 
+ &% 
x 
$4 
> 
(i <<; 
SY 
w 47 
þ ” 
= $ 5 
. = g 
, *7 
7-08 
NM OT 
F, 
: #3 : 
Re. X * 
s woe 2 
; "# , 7 
i -” *#- P 
$ 4K $ 
- 7: ® . 
—  & 
ht £, 9 
SS 73: 
i &* 
+ 
s 
. 
4 4 ; 
TY 8. : 
© 
oo 
3.45 
Þ | 
# 4 k 
$-. k 
FF. 1 
- be + a» 
«H; L 
£4 ». 
* , 
« ES 
o 
Fe 4 
3. Ent 
x A 
-S SS. * 
2 WA”; 
i FA 
de , v4 " 4 
SS Tio 2. 
3» bs 
x Wa: 
_ - 
1 
#1.” #, 
A 4 4 
AJ FR 
_ 5 
=o + £ 
PF. 
24 £5 
< #.-2 
: IW 
2 4K # 
*> ; 
AZ "© ; 
"x ; 
"I; % 
44 * 
- $9 Ly »” 
[ 3s 
NY 
FR - | 
: &: 
_ oo © 
'F51s ib; 
$58 
4 "al b gp 
- « £ 
©: #8 'S - 
4. 4 =4 
£ ; 4 
SJ. 
. $* 77 
T” 
>, 1% 
Wd ky 
7 
"7% 
z 
| 7 
| $565, ” 
L 4 = 
2 «4 
ee 
_ J 
WES - -* 
BL ES LS 
ﬆ& b $ 
** . > 4 
XP 
1. A ; 
< a 
a 5 ro 
©. ; 
Fc , = 
z bs 
T 
+< 
a. 
w : 
> L 
7 * K = 
+} © 4. "F1 
. * 4x 
: —_—. 
FEES © 
4 PL 2 > 
- 
i s'S; . 
2... 
- bo * 
#7 Fu 
p "I. 
*; $$. 
+ WM" 
{ 3. 
z x f . 
A £5 
oY 
381 ; 
F: 
x F k ” 
WEE: > 
= 
4 . 
þ | 
£; *S 
Ls 4 
bY 
Fo 
j - _ 
2 C28) 
* Y . 
CY : 
x k 
CEA 
Fas. 
$4 
F j# þ 
3 £. 
4 * 
Fl 4 
36 Y 
A t 
5 
of F 4 
A F; : 
= | 
& % 
hes. if > 
* 
{ I 
$53 
\ 


g 3 oy 
$5 59 Ry 


w "4h. 

nk 
"a 
* 


wah iu 


ay” edi ate rl. nd ed oe ha d eaa ce, M4 
+.2. LORE AR: 


a F"Y 4 
wa Mer$:in 


5 PRE tt ; x 
Gu ER A; TC; 


Fs 
oor N : © . 
> 6th ts 3 $ 
bag 2) i Fe 4 
* ; - tg 5 hl - 
moles obliores 1. o/n, s 4 ak nA £55 on REV 
* 4. : 


ASE W.-- 


iſts, (ach CG madable Adverſaries, as 
thoſe that are afraid to hear them, do; 


by that Apprehenfion,appear'to think 


them. And indeed, I have obſerv'd 
the Phyſical Arguments of the Athe- 
iſts to be but yery few, and thoſe far 
enough from being Unanſwerable. 
And as for the very chief. of- them, 

tho* they are wont to puzzle ſuch as 
are not vers'd in nice Speculations, 
becauſe they repreſent the aſſertion of 
a Deity,asa Doctrineencumber'd with 
inextricable Difficulties; yet I do not 
think the Objections olidly ground- 
ed, ſince the ſame Difficulties, or o- 
thers not inferior , may be urg'd 
againſt thoſe Hypotheſes and Princi- 
ples, that the Deniers of God do or 
mult admit. > And indeed,moſt of the 
perplexing Difficulties the Atheiſts 
lay ſo much ſtreſs on, do not proceed 
from any Abſurdity contained in the 
Tenent of the Theiſts, but from the 
Nature of things; that is , partly from 
the Dimneſs and other Imperfettions 
of our Human Underſiandings, and 
partly from the Abſiruſe Nature, that, 
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| The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 17 
to fuch Pounded Intelledts, all: Objects 
| mult appear to have, in whole Con- 
: ception Infinity. Is. involy 'd; whe- 
' ther, that Object be God, or Atoms, 
or Duration, or ſome other thing that 
is uncauſable. For, howeyer we may 
flatter our ſelves, | fear we ſhall find, 
upon. {trict and impartial Tryal, that 
| finite..Underſtandings;,are not, able 
| clearly to reſolve CR Eoin Bas 
exact a clear comprehenſion of what 
is really Infinite. . . 
But. to perſue this Diſcourſe, would 
lead. vs.too, far. . And: 'tis more fit, 
after fo.much has been faid concerning, 
not. only.the Deſign of. this Tra,but; 
: the New: Philofopby, the /jrtuo ;and. 
: my felt; tor proceed to. t ole more; 
; Paotalar things, . that directly tend: 
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38, iti the order of things, the firſt 
Principle of that Natural Religion, 
ich it ſelf is' pre-required to Re- 
vead.Religion 1n general; and con- 
ſequently to Thatin particular,which' 
is embrac'd by'Chriſti: _ 


ans. 
That the confideration of the V aft= 
fieſs! Beauty, and Regular Motions, 
heavenly Bodies; the- excel- 
knt Strufture of hichals and Plants 
befides' a multittde'of other Phe no- 
21ena of Nature, and the Subfervi- 
efey of moſt of theſe to Man; may 
= induce hith,as a'Rational Crea- 
e', to Con KA: hat this va 
iful, orderly, "and (in a' word) 
ways aUmirable Syſtem of 
that we call” the World; was 


4 


things, 
fram'd by an Author: ſupremely Pow- 


erful, Wiſe, and * , can ſcarce 
be Yeny'd? by" A Iligent 
preftdic'd Conſtd&rer. 'Þ 
ofrgly confittti'd? by: l 
Ic 8. wine et, that in al 
"Ort ties: 10 ge 
conten 


+ 


pin 


Feb 


bag ence 


» 


Þ 
th. 


Ys 


ASE: EE © 


3: Wd 
oz 
hee 


* 


T3 its RA 
Al 


| ThatiAſſent ver 
Belief;that the ſame ObjcCts.are fitted 


CJ 
ence of a Deity, by the: conſideration 
| of the. Phenomena of the Univerſe 3 
whoſe Fabrick and Condutt they ra- 
] tionally. concluded. could not bede- 
ervedly aſcrib'd', elther to: blind 
| Chance, - or to: any other Cauſe th 
Divine Being. | 
+ Bur, tbo” it be true, that God hath. 
#06; left himſelf without witneſs, even 
| to! /perfunctory- -Confiderers ; b 
mping upon; diyers of the more- 
| Obvious. Parts: of his Workmanſbip, / 
ſuch conſpicuous Impreſſions of - his - 
Attributes, that:a moderate. degree - 
of: Underſtanding., and- Attention, 
may ſufhice to make. Men acknowledg 
1s Beingz Tet, IT ſcruple not to think, 
much inferior'to the 


to produce | in;an-Heedtul and Intelli- 
gent Contemplator of them: Forthe 
Works of :Godiare fo.wor yy of their 
_—_ that, hang 
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reiare a great; manly more:curious / 
and excellent Tokens,; arid Effects, of \ 
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Divine Artifice, in the hidden and- 


1nnermolt Recefles of themz and 


*. 


theſe are not to be ditcovered by the 


perfunfory looks of Ofcitant or Un- 


Skiltul Beholders 3 but Require, as 
well, as Deſerve, the moſt attentive- 


"+. 


and prying Inſpection of inquiſitive' 


and well-inſtructed Confiderers. Ard 


L 


ſometimes 1m one Creature, there may” 


be I know not how many admirable / |: 
things, that eſcape'a vulgar Eye, and - 
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yet may-be clearly Yiſcern'd by That | 


of a true Naturaliſtz- who brings - | 
with him, beſides a more than cont-- | 


F IT ? ——oO 


mon Curioſity and Attention, a com- | | 
petent knowledge of Anatomy, Op-"' |! 


ticks, Colmography, Mechanicks, and - | 


Chymiſtry. But treating elſewhere 
purpoſely of this Subject, it may here 
{uthce to fay, that God"has couch'd ſo 


many. things in his Viſible Works, that” } 


theclearer Light a Manthas, the more: 
he may diſcover of their Unobvions 
Exquiſiteneſs, and the' more clearl 
and diftinctly he may diſcern tho 


And the more wonderful things he: 
dif- 


- 


& 
Qualities - that 1ye'' more Obviots;: | 
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diſcovers in the Works of Nature, the 
more auxiliary Proofs he meets with 

] toceſtablifſhand enforcetheArgument, 

! drawn from the Univerſe and its Parts, 
| to evince 7 hat there zx 4 God - Which 

11s a Propoſition of that vaſt weight 
and importance, that it ought to. 

3 endear every thing to us, that 1s able 
{© toConfirm it, and Afﬀeord us new Mo- 

E tives to acknowledge and adore the 

* Divine Author of things. 

In reference to this matter, we may 

Z confidently fay, that the Experimental 

7 Philoſophy has a great advantage of 

_ the Scholaftick. For in thePeripate- 

Z tick Schools, where things are wont 

7 to be aſcrib'd to certain Subſtantial 

Z Forms, and Real Qualities; (the for-_ 

Z mer of which are acknowledg'd to 

z be very abſtruſe and myſterious things, 

Z and the later are many of them con- 

# tefledly occult ;)the accounts of Na-- 
Z tures Works way be ealily given in a 
7 few words, that are general enough 
| to be applicable to almoſt all Occas 

I fions. But theſe uninſtrudive Terms 
7 donetther oblige, nor conduct, a man 

| FS 


138 TheChriſtian Virtuoſo. | 
to deeper ſearches into the Structure | 
of Things, nor the manner of being 
Produc'd, and of Operating upon | 
one another. And conſequently, are 
very inſufficient to diſcloſe the exqur- | 
fite Wiſdom ,. which the OmniſcientÞ 
| Maker has expreſs'd in the peculiar} 
Fabricks of Bodies, and the skilfully 
regulated Motions of them, or of 
their conſtituent Parts: From the# 
diſcernment of which things, never-Þ 
theleſs, it is, that there 1s, by way 
of reſult, produc'd in the mind. of 
an Intelligent Contemplator, a ſtrong 
 Convittion of the Being of a Divine 
Opificer, and a juſt acknowledgment 
of his admirable Wiſdom. To be 
told, that an Eye 1s the Organ of 
Sight, and that this is perform'd-by} 
that Faculty of the Mind,which from 
its Function 1s call'd Y7{foes will give 
a Man but a ſorry account of the In- 
ſtruments and Manner of Viſton it} 
felf, or of the Knowledge of that 
Opiftcer, who, as the 

Pſz!. 94. 9g. Scripture ſpeaks, ford} 
the Eye, And. he that 

canis 
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| can take up. with this eaſy aPTs 
Viſion, will not think it neceſſary to 
| take the pains to difſe& the Eyes of 
| Animals, nor ſtudy the Books of Ma- 
thematicians, to underſtand Viſion; 
| and accordingly, will have but mean 


thoughts of- the Contrivance of the 
Organ, and the Skill of the Artificer, 


1n compariſon of the Idea's that will 
be ſuggeſted of both of them,to him 
| that, being profoundly $killd in Ana- 
| tomy and Opticks, by Their help 
takes aſunder the ſeveral Coats, | Hu- 
mours, and Muſcles, of which, \that 
exquiſite Dioptrical Inſtrument con- 


fiſts : And , having ſeparately conſi- 


der'd the Figure, Size, Conliſtence, 
Fexture, Diaphaneity, or Opacity, 


Situation, and Connexions, of each 
of them, and their Coaptationin the 
whole Eye, ſhall diſcover, by the 


help of the Laws of. Optieks, how 
abt: this little Organ is fitted, to 
S Receive the incident Beams of Light, 
and Diſpoſe them in the beſt manner 

poſſible, for compleating the lively 
UE Repreſentation of the almoſt infinitely 
| Various Objects of Sight. 'T18 
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20 The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 1 
"Tis eafie for Men to ſay ingeneral | 
Terms,that the World is wiſely fram'd ;, 


or WS Oy evo 
þ- BOEY 


a Man muſt be, by a Rational and 


but I doubt it often happens, that 
Men confeſs, that the Creatures are 
wiſely made, rather becauſe upon 


Other grounds they believe God to be 


a wiſe Agent, than' becauſe fo ſlight 
an account as the School] Philoſophy 


vinces them: of any Divine Wiſdom 


in the Creator. And #ho? I am wil- 


ling to grant, that ſome Imprefhions 
of God's Wiſdom are ſo confpicuous, 
that (as I lately intimated) even a 
Superficial Philoſopher mayithence 1n- 
fer, that the Author of ſuch Works 


muſt be a-wiſe Agent 3, yet, how-wiſe 
an Agent he has 1n thoſe Works ex- 


preſs'd himſelf to be, none but an 


Experimental Philoſopher can well | 


diſcern, And 'tis not-by a ſlight Sur- 
vey, but by a diligent and skiltul 
Scrutiny, of the Works of God, that 


Aﬀective Conviction, .etigag'd to ac- 


knowledge with the Prophet, that 
the Author of Nature is Wonderful 


# } 


| TheChriftian Virtuoſo. 21 
' | 3» Connſel, and Excellent in Work- 
| 2g, 1/a-xxviii. 29. oy 
| LL. Afﬀter theExiſtence of the Deity, 
' | the next grand Principle of Natural 
| Religion, 1s, the [zmortality of the 
| Rationel 8oul; whoſe genuine conſe- 
| quence 1s, the Belief and ExpeQa- 
| tion of a Future and Everlaſting 
J State. For this important Truth, di- 
vers Arguments may be alledg'd, that 
| may perſuade a ſober and well-diſpoſed 
Mazx to embrace it : But to convince 4 
learned Adverſary, the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ment, that the Light of Nature ſup- 
9 plics us with, ſeems to be that which 
1s afforded by the Real Philoſophy. 
For this teacheth us to form true and 
diſtinct Notions of the Body, and the 
z Mind; and thereby manifeſts ſo great 
& a difference in their Eſſential Attri- 
F butes, that the ſame thing carrot be 
y both. This it makes out. more di- 
| ſtinfAly, by enumerating ſeveral Fa- 
culttes and Functions of the Rational 
Soul ; ſuch as, To Underſtand, and 
© that ſo, as to form Conceptions of 
# Abſtratted things, of Univerſals, of 
" Wy Im- 


Outwa 
| "$1019 it 


The Chriftian V. irtwoſo. 


NOM, 
Pre 


Fat Spirits, and even of that | 


And al 


theſe things; fo expreſs their intel 
al Notions, pro re zat4, by words 0 


zo make Reflections on 1ts own Ads, 


infinitely Perfe& One, God himſelf: 
4 to Conceive, and Demon- | 

 . [ftrate, that there are Incommenſu- | 
rable Lines, and Surd Numbers; zo 
make Ratiocioations,and both cogent | 
' and concatenated Inferences, _ H 


 ſ\tituted Signs, to other Mens; ent: ; 
ciſe Free-will about many things; and F_ 


| both of Intelle&t and Will. For theſe | 


and the like Prerogatives, that are pe- ; 


rior to any thing that belongs ro the 


nal Sou 


culiar tg the Human Mind, and ſupe- i" 


Senſes, or to the Imagina- 
[t, manifeſt, that the Ratio-F_ 
15a Being of an higher Order, | 
than Corporeal; and conſequently , | 


that the Seat of theſe Spiritual Facul-| 


_ ries, and the Source of theſe Opera- : 
tions, 1s a Subſtance, that being in 1ts] 
own nature diſtin from the Body, is| 
not naturally ſubject to Dye or Periſh ul 


with ! Ir. 


And} 
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And in reference to this Truth, our 


' 1 7Yirtuoſo hath an advantage of a mere 
School-Philoſopher. For being ac- 


quainted with the true and real Cau- 


| | ſes of PutrefaQtion, and other Phyſical 
' kinds of: Corruption 3 and thereby 
' 8 diſcerning, that the things that deſtroy 
" & Bodies, are the Avolation, or other 
7 Receſs, of ſome neceſſary Parts, and 
7 ſach a depraving Tranſpoſition of the 


'& component Portions of Matter, as is 


altogether incongruous to the Struc- 
ture and Mechanical Modification, 


L. that 1s eſſential to a Body of that Spe- - 
s czes,or kind,it belongs to : Qur Natu- 


| raliſt, I ſay, knowing this, plainly per- 


* ceives, that theſe cauſes of deſtruftion 
| can have no place 1n the Rational 
Soul; which being an Immaterial Spi- 
rit, and conſequently a Subſtance not 


really diviſible, can haye no Parts &x- 
pell'd or tranſpos'd, and ſo being 
exempted from the Phylical Cauſes 
of Corruption that: deſtroy Bodies, 


ſhe ought to laſt always. And being 


a Rational Creature, endow'd with 


Internal Principles of Acting, as ap- 
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pears in Free-will, ſhe ought to live 
for ever, unleſs it pleaſe God to annt- 
hilate her; which we have no reaſoty 
to ſuppoſe he will do., But on the 
other lide the Modern Peripateticks 
(for 1 queſtion whether Ariſt-tle him- 


ſelf were of the fame opinion) main- | 
tain Subſtantial Forms, by ſome of ! 


them, ſtyI'd Semi-ſubſtantie, to which 


in Apes, Elephants, and others, that 
paſs for ingenious Animals, they 


aſcribe ſome ſuch Faculties and Fun- 
ctions, as ſeem to differ but gradually 
from thoſe of the Ratianal Soul; and 


(how innocent ſoever I grant thetr 


Intentions to beYtheir Doctrine tends 
much to Enervate, it not quite to 
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Diſable , the chief Phyſical way of | 


| on, -whence the Immortahty 
of Man's Mind is juſtly inferr'd. Fox 
fince according to the Peripateticks, 
ſubſtantial Forms, are, as they ſpeak, 
educ'd out of the Power or Poten- 
tiality of. the Matter; and do ſg de- 
pend upon 1t, not only as to Action, 
but as to Being, that they cannot at 
a!l fabfiſt without it : Bur when the 
paTr- 
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| particular Body (as an Herb, a Stone, 
_ or a Bird,).is deltroy'd, they periſh 
FE || \ with it; or, (as ſome of them ſcarce 
intelligibly expreſs the ſame thing ) 
fall back into the bdfom of the matter - 
1 {think they give great advantage to 
- | Atheiſts, and Cavillers, to impugn the 
x Minds Immortality, 
n 


*% d 
- 
* 
5 


h ; | 


For. if to an Ape, or other Brute 
- Animal, there belongs a Being more 
* noble than Matter, that can afuate_ 
- | and inform it, and make it ſelf the 
' | Archirect of its own Manfion, tho? 
| 3 ſoadmirable as that of an Ape, or an 
3 Elephant; if this Being can in the 
| | Body it hath fram'd, perform all the 
7 Functions of a vegetable Soul; and 
beſides thoſe, See, Hear, Taſt, Smell, 
Imagin, Infer, Remember, Love, Hate, 
Fear, Hope, Expect; Oc. "and yet be a 
mortal thing, and periſh with the 
Body : ?Twill not be difficult for 
thoſe Enemies of Religion, who are 
willing to think the Soul Mortal, be- 

- cauſe their brutiſh Lives make them 
wiſh ſhe were, to fancy, that human 
Minds are but a ſomewhat more 
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Noble, but not for that leſs Mortal, 
kind of Subſtantial Forms; as amongſt 
Senfitive Souls themſelves,which they 
acknowledge to be equally Mortal, 
there is a great diſparity in Degrees, 


that of a Monky, for inſtance, being 
very far ſuperior to that of an Oy- 


wr | - 

TIE. The third main Principle of Un- 
reveal 'd Religion,and conſequently of 
Reveal'd, ( which preſuppoſes Natu- 
Tal Religion, as it's on) 1s a 
Belief of the Divine Providence. 
And in this grand Article, as well as 


tive Inducements to aeknowledge the 
Article, and as it ſhews the great Im- 
probability of the two main Grounds, 
on one or other of which, (for they 
are not well conſiſtent) is founded 


 thedenyal of God's Providence. 


A Virtaofo, that by manifold and 
curious Experiments ſearches deep in- 
to the Nature of things, has great 
and peculiar Advantages, to diſcoyer 


and 
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In the two foregoing, a Man may be | 
muchConfirm'd by Experimental Phi- | 
loſophy ; both as it affords him poſi- | 
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| and obſerve the excellent Fabrick of 
| the World, as 'tis an immenſe Ap- 


gregate of the ſeveral Creatures that 
compoſe it; and to take notice in its 
particular Parts, eſpecially thoſe that 
are Animated, of ſuch exquiſite Con- 
trivances, and ſuch admirable Coor- 
dinations, and Subordinations , in 


! reference to each other, as lie hid 
from thoſe Beholders that are nat 


both Attentive and Skilful. When our 


Virtuoſo contemplates the Vaſtneſs, 


ſcarce conceivable Swiltneſs, and yet 
conſtant Regularity, of the various 
Motions, of the Sun, Moon, and other 


Celeſtial Lights: When he conſiders 


how the Magnetiſm of the Earth makes 


itsPoles conſtantly look the ſame way, 


notwithſtanding the Motions of 1ts 
fluid Vortex 3 how by daily turning 
about its own Center in four and 
twenty hours, 1t receives as much 


| Light, and benefit from the Sun, and 


all the glorious Conſtellations of the 
_ Firmament, as if they, with all the. 


vaſt heavenly Region they belong to, 
mov'd about zf in the ſame time; how 


by 
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a3 The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 
by its Situation among them,it enjoys 
the regular Viciflitudes of Day and 
Night, Summer and Winter, &*c. how 


the ſeveral Parts of the Sublunary 1 
World are mutually ſubſervient to | 


one another, and moſt of them (one 
way or other) Serviceable to Man; 


how excellently the Bodies of Animals 


are Contriv'd ; what various and con- 


gruous proviſion is made for differing 


Animals, that they may ſubſiſt as long 
as they ſhould, according to the Inſti- 
tution of Nature, by turniſhing them, 
according to their reſpe&tive Natures, 


ſome with Strength to take their Food 
by force, others with Induſtry to pro- 


cure it by Subtility 3 ſome with Arms, 
as Horns, Hoofs, Scales, Tusks, Poy- 
ſons, Stings, ec. to Defend them- 
ſelves, and Offend their Enemies 


ſome with Wings or ſwiftneſs to fly 


from Dangers3 ſome with Foreſight 
to prevent them ; ſome with Craft, 
and perhaps ſtrange Fetches of it, to 
Elude them 3 +ow being diſtinguiſh'd 
into two Sexes, each of theſe is fur- 
mſh'd with appoſite Organs, for the 
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: propagation of the Species, and with 


$kill and kindneſs to nouriſh and train 
up their young ones, till they can 
ſhifr for themſelves; how admirable, 


| and indeed aſtoniſhing, a proceſs is 
! gone through in the formation of the 


Fetus,, eſpecially-of a Human one; 


! how divers Animals are endowed with 
7 ftrange Inſtincts, whoſe Effefts ſome- 


times ſeem much to ſurpaſs thoſe of 


7 Reaſon it ſelf; itho? they are ſuper- 


* added to the Mechanical Structure .of 


the Animal, and argue a reſpe& to 


; things very remote from it,” eitherin 
time, place, or both, and perhaps alſo 
to the Grand. Fabrick or Syſtem of the 
World, and the general Oeconomy of 
Nature. When, as I was faying, a 
Philofopher duly refle&s on theſe 
thipgs, and many others of the like 


;mport, he will think it higbly ratto- 
nal to infer from them theſe three 
Concluftons. . © 
Firſt, That a: Machine fo Immenſe, 
ſo Beautiful, ſo well contriv'd, and, in 
a word, ſo Admirable, as the World, 
cannot have been the effect of mere 
= . — Chance, 


Fe 


£Y 
50 -The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. | 
Chance, or the Tumultuous Juſtlings | 
and F ortuitous Concourſe of Atoms, | 


.but muſt have been (produc'd by a || 
Caule, exceedingly Powerful, Waite, | 
and Beneficent. 


Secondly, That | this moſt Dann 


Author, and. (if I may fo ſpeak) Opi- 
ficer of the World, hath not Aban- 


don'd a Maſterpiece ſo worthy of him, 


but does fill Maintain and Preferve | 
tt; ſo regulating. the ſ{tupendiouſly 
ſwift Motions of the great Globes, 
and other yaſt Mafles of the Mundane 
Matter, that they do not, by any no: | 


table Icregularity, diſorder the grand 
_ Syſtem ot. the Univerſe, and reduce | 


it toa kind of Chaos, or confus'd State | 
of ſhuffl'd and deprav d things. 

Thirdly, That 2s 1t 15 not above | 
the Abllity of the Divine Author of 


things, though a fingle Being, to Pre- | 


ſerve and Govern all. his Viſible 
Works, how great and numerous ſo- 


ever; lo he thinks it not Below his 


} 


Dignity and Majelty , to extend his 


Care and Beneficence to particular 
Bodies, and even to the meaneſt Crea- 


tnres 5 


| and Happinels, acknowledge, that at 
_ the firſt Creation, or (if they diſlike 
that term) Formation of things; the. 


\ but allow'd it to deſcend folow, as te 
| COn- 
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| tures; providing not only for the 
! Nouriſhment, but for the Propaga- 
{ tion, of Spiders and Ants themſelves; 
And indeed, fince the Truth of this 
_ Aflertion, That God governs the World 
| he has made, would appear (if it did 
not by other Proofs) by the Con- 
ſtancy, and Regularity, and aſtoniſh- 
ingly rapid Motions of the vaſt Cae-. 


Jeſtial Bodies, and by the long Trains 


| of as Admirable, as Neceſlary, Arti- 
fices, that are employ'd to the Propa- . 
gation of various forts of Animals, 
(whether Viviparous, or Oviparous;) 

I ſee not why it ſhould be deny'd,that 
God's Providence may reach to his. 
particular Works here below, eipect- 

ally to the nobleſt of them, Mzz3 fince 


moſt of thoſe Learned Men that deny 
this, as derogatory to God's Majeſty 


great Author of them muſt not only 
have extended his Care, to the grand 
Syſtem of the Univerſe 1in- general, 
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contrive all the Minute, and various 
Parts, (and even the moſt homely 


ones) not only of Greater and ( re- 
pomey ) more perfe&t Animals, as 

Elephants, Whales, and Men; but 
\uch\Small and Abje& Ones, as Flies, 
Ants, Fleas, e*c. Which being mani- 
feſtly propagated by Eggs laid by the 
Female, cannot reaſonably be thought 


the off-ſpring of Putrefaftion. Whence 


I gather, as from matter of fa&, that 
to be concern'd for the welfare, even 
of particular Animals; as it is agree- 

ableto God's All-pervading Wiſdom, 
and exuberant Beneficence; ſo (what: 
ever Men's Vanity may mike them 
{urmile) 1t is not truly derogatory to 

his adorable Greatneſs and Majeſty. 

And on this occaſion, I ſhall add. 
that zce Man is the nobleſt of God's 
vitible Works3 ſince very many of 
them ſeem made for his Uſe ;; 
7 i EVen as an Animal, hes 
* poo (as the Pſalmiſt truly 
' ſpeaks) wonderfully made, 
and curiouſly, or. artificially wrought 3 
and ſ/zce God has both given ”_ A 
| | _ Ras 


R 


KY” 
prone 
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j ; Rana] Mind, and endow'd it - 


emplate' the Works of Nature, and 
by them acquire a Conviction of the 
Exiſtence, and divers Attributes, of 
their fupremelF perfe&t Author; F; inte 
God hath planted Notions and Princi- 
ples 10 the Mind of Man, fit to make 
{im ſenſible, that he ought to Adore 
od, as the moſt Perfe& of Beings, 
the Supreme Lord and Governor of 
the World, the Atithor of his own 
(ature, and all his Enjoyments: S7Hce 
all this, Thfay, is fo, Natural Reaſon 
dietares to him, that he ought to CX= 
preſs the Sentiments' he has for this 

Divine Being, by Veneration of his 


his Greatneſs, and Majeſty; by an 
Awe of his Juſtices by Reliance on 
his Power, and Goodneſs, when he 


duly. endeavours to ſerve and pleafe 


him; 'and, in ſhort, by thoſe ſeveral 
ARs of Natural Religion; that Rea- 
fon ſhews to be Suitable, and there- 
foreDuct to thole ſeveral Divine At- 


D _ tributes. 


an Intelleq, whereby! he can Con- 


Excellencies 3 by Cratitude for his 
Benefits; by Humiliation, in view of 
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{tans, all Loeal Motion ( which 1s, 


'Adventitious to Matterz and was at 


. believe the Rational Soul to be an 
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tributes of his, which it has led us toſ 
the knowledge of. | 
And here I ſhall take leave to add 
that, from the Carteſs an Principles, 
(which you know are embrac'd, by a 
great part of the Madern // irtuoſi z) 1 
think, I may drawa cs Argument 
for Divine Providence 
For firſt, according to the Carte-| 


F 
i 
E 


under God, the grand Principle of all 
Actions among things Corporeal ) 1s 


ficſt produc'd in it, and is ſtill every 
moment Continu'd and Preferv'di 
:mmediately by God: Whence may} 
be inferr'd, ps he Concurs to theſſ 
Adtions of each particular Agent, (as 
they are Phyſical ;)and conſequently, 
that his Providence reaches to all and 
every one of them. 

And ſecondly, the fame Carteſians 


Immaterial Subſtance, really diſtinct | 
and ſeparable from the Body. Whence|ſ| 
I infer, that the Divine Fr orkdonce | 
extends to every. particular Man 3 I 
lance 
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fol | fin ce when ever an Embryo, Or 2 
| Human Body. form'd in the Womb, 
is, by being duly Organiz'd, fitted to 
receive a Rational Mind , God is 
: pleas'd to Create one, and Unice 1t 
{with that Body. In which Tranl- 
[action, there ſeems to me a neceflity 
of a dire and particular 1nterven- 


*Bunderſtand 'not, by what Phyſical 


l Charm or Spell an Immater1al.Sub- 
& ſtance can be allur'd into this or that 


at the ſame time fitted to receive a 
Human Soul; nor by what merely 
Mechanical Ty, or Band, an Immate- 
rial Subſtance can be fo durably (per- 
haps for 8o or 100 Years) joyn'd and 
ited with a Corporeal, 1n which it 
nods no Parts, that it has Organs to 
take hold of, and to which it can fur- 
niſh no Parts to be faſten'd upon by 
hem. Nor do [ better coneetve, how 
a mere a= can produce Pain, Plea- 


"| rather "9S Daenn to act, on an Imma- 
- erial Spirit« Nor will the force of 
: | D > Ak 


tion of the Divine Power 3 ſince I 


Particular Embryo, of many that are 


Wure, exc. by its own mere Action, or 


50g, with ſome Deilts,/ that after: the 


 6f things: "Beſides this; 'F fy, Tlook 


to regulate its Aﬀtions. But inanif 


Underſtanding IE a Law 15,0r what 
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all that bas been ſaid for:God's Spe. |þ 
cal Providence, be eluded, by ifay- 


firit formation of rhe Unwerte, -alll 
things are brought to-pals byi the Sets 
Jed Laws' of Nature. For :tho?! thi 
be confidently,” and not withouteo:Þþ 
Jour , pretended:; yer, I:contelſs, -it 
does not fatisfie me, For; beliderhie 
mſupcrable difliculty there 15; to-giveſſſc 
an Account'of | the firit formation of 
things, which many. (eſpecially Ariſto 
relies) Deiitswill norafcribe:to God; 

20nd belides'that theLawsof:Motion; 
without: which the prefent State-and 

Covrſe of Things could notbe main 
rain'd,” did notnecellarily ſpring from 
the Nature of 'Matrer, burdepended 
npon the Will of the: Divine Aurhot 


Upon a Law, as'a Moral, .not aPhyſi: 
cal, Cauſe, as being indeed bur : 
Notional thing, according to which, 
an intelligent and free Agent is bounc 


mate Bodies are utterly: incapable (0) 


it 
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1 1nJoyngs; or when, they aCt a. 


ra the Actions. of Inanimate 


F by ſettled Rules. 


Experimental Knowledge of- God's 
Works, may; in a well-difpos'd Mind, 
conduce:to-eftablith; the Beliet of his 
EProvidences: and. therefere., tho? þ 


| rot altogether-pretermit them: 


how: many, and; how: various, and 
ofrentimes/how ſtrange, and' how ad- 
Ymirable:Structures, Inftincs,and other 
| Artifices, the wiſe Opificer hath fur- 
q _; even Brutes and Pjants withal,; 
| 0 purchaſe: and-aſhmilate their Food, 
4 Jefend: or otherwiſe ſecure them- 
Fſelves from hoſtile things, and (to be 
orty to: maintain their Lives, and 
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2odies;) which cannotincite or mode-: 
bate'thetr ownjActions, are-produc'd: 
by: real: Power, not by Laws; tho; 
he Agents; if Intelligent, may Re-. 

plate. the Exertions:of their Power- 


TY, 'Þ have taken notice of two; 
xher Accounts, upon which the 


ſhall nat dwell long.upon the, I muſt 


- Firſt then, when our Virtuoſo ſces 


#2 Pro- 


ably qo: uncbnformably to -it; and- 
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_ propagate their Species 5 it will very 


| by ways that we ſhould never dream 
of, to execute his Menaces, and fulfil 


_ 


much conduce to perſuade him, that 
ſo Wiſe an Agent, who has at Com- 


mand ſo wany differing and excellent 


Methods and Tools, to accomplifh 


what he deſigns; and does oftentimes 
actually employ them, for the preſer-Þ 
vation and welfare of Beaſts, and even 

of Plants, can neyer want Means ta 
compaſs his moſt wiſe and juſt Ends, 


in relation to Mankind ; being able, 


his Promiſes. But of theſe rare Stru- 
&ures, Inſtinds, and other Methods, 
and, if ] may lo ſtyle ſome of them 
with Reverence, Stratagems and 
Fetches of Divine Skill, that God is 
pleas'd to employ in the condud of 
the vilible World, eſpecially Ani- 
mals, I have already elſewhere pur- 
polely diſcours'd, and therefore ſhall 
now proceed, and obſerve, 1n the ſe- 
cond . place, That, when we duly 
conſider the very differing ends, tg 
which many of God's particular 
Works, eſpecially thaſe that are Anis 


mated, 


| + The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 2g 
mated, ſeem defign'd, m reference 
zoth to their own Weltare, and the 
tility of Man; and with how much 
i/dom, and, I had almoſt ſaid, Care, 
he glorious Creator has been pleas'd 
o ſupply them with means admirably 
* Wit for the attainment of theſe reſpe-'_ 
I tive ends; we-cannot but think it 
 Ehighly probable, That ſo Wiſe, and 
ſo Benign a Being, has not left hisno- 
vleſt viſible Creature, Mar, unfur- 
gniſh'd with means to procure his own 
EWelfare, and obtain his true End, if 
"he be not culpably wanting to himſelf. 
And frce Man is endowed with Rea- 
Fon, which may convince him, (of 
what neither a Plant, nor Brute Ani- 
mal is capable of knowing, namely ) 
[that God is both his Maker, and his 
[continual BenefaCtor; ſece his Reaſon 
Ikewiſe teacheth him, That upon 
both thoſe accounts, belides others, 
| God may juſtly expect and require 
Worſhip and Obedience from him. 
fince alſo the ſame Rational Faculty 
may perſuade him, That it may well 
become the Majeſty and Wiſdom of 
Be DJ4. God, 
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40 The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. - | 
God, asthe 'Sovereign Refor of the | 
World, t givea Law ro Man, who | 
1s a Rational Creature, capable of 
Underſtanding and Obeying it, and Þ 
thereby Glorifying the Author of it ; 
ſcnce, ( farthermore ) finding in his 
own Mind (if it-benot deprav'd by | 
Vice, or Luſts Y a Principle that di- Þ 
ct2tcs to him, That he owes a Vene- | 
ration, and other ſuitable Sentiments, | 
to the Divinely Excellent Author of Þ 
his Being, and his continual /and mu- | 
nificent Benefactorz ſece, on theſe 
{cores, his Conſcience will convince | 
him of his Obligation to all the Efſen- þ 
tial Duties of natural Religion 3, and 
fnce, laſtly, his Reaſon may.convince Þ 
him, That his Soul 18 Immortal, and 
is therefore Capable, as well as Deſj- 
rous, to be everlaſtingly Happy, after | 
4t has left rhe Body; he muſtin rea- | 
{on be ſtrongly inclin'd to: wiſh for a Þ 
Supernarural Diſcovery of what God || 
would have him Belieye and Do. And Þ 
therefore if, being thus prepared, he 
_ thall be very credibly informed, That 
{od hath aQtually Fen pleas'd ta 
Be: comm; en” 
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Diſcover, by. Supernatural Henk 


tion, ( what, by Reaſon, without. it, - 
he cap cithernotatall, or but roving-. 
ly, gueſs at) what kind of Worl 


and Obedience will, be moſt Accepta- | 


ble to him; and to, encourage, Man 
to borh theſe, by. explicite Promiles, 
of. that Felicity, that Man, without 
them, can. but faotly hope for, he. 


would, be ready. then thankfully to, 


acknowledge, That, this way.of pro- 
ceeding . beſeems the tranſcendent, 
Googneſs.of God, without deroga- 


tiog. from his. Majeſty and Wiſdom. 
And by. theſe and the. like Refle- 


Fions, whereof ſome were formerly 


intimated, a Philoſopher, that takes 


notice of the wonderful Providence, 
that God. deſcends to exercile for the 


welfare of Inferipur. and: Irrational 


Creatures, will haye an, advantage 
above Men not: vers'd in. the works 
and. courſe. of Nature, to. believe, 
upon, the Hiſtorical and other Proofs 
as: & COLE: bg That God. 
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Creature, an explicite and poſitive 
Law, enforc'd by Threatning ſevere 
Penalties to the Stubborn Tranſ- 
greſfors; and Promiſing, to the ſin- 


cere Obeyers, Rewards ſuitable to. 
his own Greatneſs aud Goodnels. 


And thus the Conſideration of God's 
Providence, in the conduct of things 
corporeal, may prove, to a well di{- 
pos d Contemplator, a Bridge, where- 


on he may paſs from Natural to Re- 


veal'd Religion. | 

I have been the more particular 
and expreſs, in what I haveſaidabout 
Divine Providence, becauſe I did 


not find other Writers had made it 


needleſs for me to do fo : And I dwelt 
the longer upon the Exiſtence of the 
Deity, and the Immortality of the 
Soul, that T might let you ſee, That 


T did not ſpeak Groundlefly or Raſh- 


ly, but that I had conſfider'd what I 
ſaid, when I aſſerted, That the Ex- 
perimental Philoſophy might afford 
a wel! diſposd Mind conſiderable 
Helps to Natural Religion. I find 
my felt therefore now at Liberty to 
| proceed 
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proceed to farther- CO IINA, 
and repreſent to you, That 

V. Another thing, that diſpoſes an 
Experimentarian Philoſopher to em- 
brace Religion, is, That his Genie 
and Courſe of Studies accultoms him 


to value and delight in abſtracted 


Fruths; by which Term, I heremean 
ſuch Truths, as do not at all, or do 
but very little, gratifie Mens Ambi- 


tion, Senſuality, or other Inferiour 


Paſſions and Appetites. For, where. 
as the Cunctality of thoſe that are 
averſe from Religion are enclin'd to 
be ſo, upon This account, (among 
Others) That they hayea Contempt 
or Undervaluation of all Truths, that 
do not gratifie their Paſſions or Inter- 
eſts; He that 1s addiGed to Know- 
ledge Experimental, is accuſtom'd 
both to Perſue, Eſteem, and Reliſh 
many Truths, that do not delight his 
Sehles, or oratifie his Paſſions, or his 
Intereſts, but only entertain his Un- 
derſtanding with that Manly and Spi- 
ritual SatisfagtiOn, that 1s naturally af- 
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1idesthat (ome:of them/ do manifeſtly 


forded:it by the attainment: of Clear: 
and Noble Truths, ,which are-its ge-.; 
nuine Objects and Delights. And 

tho'[ grant, that the Diſcoveries made ' 
by:the help of Phyſical or Mechanical 
2Nts, are: not, for the moſt: 
part, of! Kin to; Religion 3; yet, be- 


conduce to Eſtabliſh or Wluftrate Na- 
tural: Theology, which 1s that, ( as, 
tho' noted already, deſeryes.to be 1n- 
culcated ) which ReveaPd Religion, 
and: conſequently that of Chriſtians, 
muſt be Founded on, or: muſt-Sup-. 
poſe: Beſtdes'this, T:ſay, wermay-ar-. 
oue 2 fortiori, That he, that 1s accu- 
ſtomed:to prize Truths of an Infe- 
rior kind, becauſe they. are Truths, 
will be-much more:diſpos'd to value 
Divine: Truths, whichare of 'a muck 
higher and: nobler Order, and:of an 
Ineſtimable and:Eternal Advantage.” 
FI. Thereis another'thing, that'is. 
too pertinent to the main Scope ofthis. 
Diſcourſe to. be: here pretermitted : 
and it 1s, That: both the Temper:of 
Mind; that makes a Man moſt pro- 
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pertobe a Virtuoſo, and the Way of 
Philoſuphiſing , he chiefly employ's, 
 ronduce much to :give-him a ſuffici- 
ent, and yet well grounded and duly 
limied;'Docility 3: which 1s a great 
Diſpoficion to. the>Entertatnment of 
Reveal'd Religion. In the Valgar 
and Superficial Philoſophy, wherein 
a'Manis allowed'tothink,that he has 
done: his part wellenough, when he 
has: aforib'd things to .a Stbſtantial 
Farm,. or to Nature, or toſome:Real 
Quality, whether ManifeſtorOccult, 
without provmg rhat-there are ſuch 
Canfes,.or intelbgibly declaring, How 
they produce the. Ph&romena, or Et- 
fetts referr”d.zo. them z 4n this Philo- 
phy, {1 ſay, /tis-ealie for a Man to 
have” ar great Qptmon of his own 
Knowledge, .and-»be pufe up by it. 
Burt a- Virtwoſo. that cannot fatisfe 
_ Himſelf, nor dares pretend to fatisfie 
' Others, till he can, by Hypotheſes that 
. may '/be underf{tood (ap provd, de- 
clare-intelligibly the marrer of the 
Operation of the Cauſes he aſſigns, 
will often fd it. fo D:fhcult a Task 


{0 


oY 


to do ſo, that he will eafily difcern,; 


that heneeds further Information, and. 


therefore ought to ſeek for it where 
tis the moſt likely tas be had; and 
not only to Admit, but Welcome 1t, 
if he findsit, Befides, the Latigious 


Philoſophy of the Schools ſeldom 


furniſhes its Diſciples with better than 


Dialeftical or Probable Arguments, 


which are pak either fully to 
ſatisfie the Perſon that employs them, 


or leave his Adverſary without any 
Anſwer, Plauſible at leaſt, 1f not full 


as Probable as the Objection 3 upon 
which. account, men that have more 
Wit than ſincere Love of Truth, will 


be able to diipute ſpecioufly enough, 


as long as they have a mind to do 
ſo. | And as ſuch {lippery Arguments 
are not able to Convince even Him 
that employs them, if he be:a Man 
of Judgment; ſo, if he deals with a 


witty Adverſary, they will leave him 
able to Elude any Arguments of the 


like nature, with which he ſhall be 


| preſs d. Andin effe&t we ſec, That 


in the Ariſtotelian Philoſophy there 
are 
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| are divers Queſtions, ſuch as, whether 
the Elements retain their diftindt Na- 


ture in a mixt Body ? whether the Cz- 


leſtial Otbs are mov'd by Intelligen- 


ces ? to. omit many others, which are 
as it were ſtated Queſtions ; and as 
they have been diſputed from age to 


age,are like to continue Queſtions for 


many more, if. that Philoſophy ſhall 


Jaſt fo long. But-a Pirtwſs, that 1s. 


wont 1n his Reaſonings to attend to 


' the Principles of Mathematicks, and 


ſound Philoſophy, and to the clear 


Teſtimonies of Senſe, or well verift'd 
Experiments, acquires a Habit of _ 
- diſcerning the Cogency of an Argu- 
ment, or way of Probation; and ea- 
| tily diſcerns, That Dialeftical Subtil- 
ties, and School Tricks, cannot ſhift 
} off its force, but finds more Satisfa- | 
; Conn Embracing a Demonſtrated 
! Truth, than in the vain Glory of 
' Diſputing ſubtilly againſt it 
VIE #*Another thing that may diſpoſe 


a {tudious Searcher of Truth, (not by 


i Speculations only, but ) by Expert- 
' ments, for Theology ; F, that his 
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viſitiveneſs,and Courſe of Studies; | 
makes him borh willing -and Fit ro | 
ſearch out and diſcover Deep arid Or- 
oboions Truths, 'T have with/trouble 
-obferv'd, That the greater part of the 
Libertines we have among us, bemg 
"Men of P7late*'s humor, ( who, when 
He had ſcorntully ack?d what is truth? 
would not ſtay "For an Anlwer) do, |Þ 
-with great Faſtidiouſnels, decline che | 
Study ot all Truths thar require a'Se- 
tious and Setled application of Mind. 
"Theſe Men are; for the molt part, a 
fort 'of Superficial and Dceſultory 
'Wits, that go' no further than the 
-  _Quthide of things, without penetra- 
ting into the Receſles of thems and 
being ealily rir'd with contemplating 
be, paſs quickly to another; the Con- 
fideration whereof they, with the ſame 
Lightnelſs, forſake. And upon this 
account, among 'others, 1t 1s, that 
this forr 'of Men, tho' often t mL h ap- 
Plauded by others, becauſe the Moſt 
are but Supetficial, as well as They, 
do almoſt as ſeldom make good Phi- 
ofophers, as good Chriſtians. For 
tho? 
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leaſt of a Philoſophical, nature; and 


The Chriſtiat Virtuoſo. 49 
tho' al the' good Arguments, that 


may be brought to evince the Truth 


of Natural (and Reveal'd ) Religi- 
on, be not Abſtruſe; yer ſome of the 
chief ones, eſpecially thoſe that prove 
the Exiſtence and Special Proyidence 
of God, and the Souls Immortality, 
are, if not of a Metaphyſical, yet at 


will ſcarce beclearly underſtood, and 


duely reliſh'd, but by a Perſon capa- 
| ble of, and fomwhat accuſtom'd to, 
Attentive' and Laſting Speculations, 
c a3 in another Paper has been more 


5. 
” 


ully declar'd.) But now, : 


4 of : 


2a Man addifted to proſe- '.” About ſome 


.Cauſes: of 


| cute Diſcoveries of Truths; ' 152;5,.” 
| not only'by: Serious Medi- © © 
| ration, but'by intricate and laborious. 


Experiments, will not eaſily be des 


| terr'd from effeCtually proſecutifg his 
| End, by the Troubleſomini 


{3 Or D1 f- 


| ficulties that” attend the clearing of 
| thoſe Notions, and Matters''of Fact, 
Whereon'Solid- Arguments for Natu- 
| ral, or Reveal, Religior; are found-. 

ed; how remote ſoever thoſe Truths 
Cal ”» 


- 


may 
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may be from vulgar Apprehenſions, 

In Wort: whereas a Superficial Wir, 

ſach as is frequently found in Liber- 

tins, and often helps to make them 

ſuch, may be compar'd to.an ordinary 

1 Swimmer, who can reach but ſuch 

| things as float upon the, Water 3 an þ 
yay Philoſopher may be Þ 
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lyer upon t 
| " make bis way to the very: 
itz and.t nce fetch up. Peayts, Co- 
preciqus, things, that 
in 6 Yepths lye conceal'd from 
other men's Sight and. 
We. haye-already. f 
perimental try Is, in its _ 
nature, 


ade th we 
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Wherefore l hall n 


»w. add, T hak 
ne Reverence I pay, Experience, c- 
fpccially-as it gives: bath Grounds 
and Hints: te: rationab Nations and 
nee rus does not alittle conduce 
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The Chriftian Virtuoſo. & 1 
This excellent Religion is recom- 
oy to' well diipoled Minds, 'by 
a-' greater Number of Prerogarives, 

| and other Arguments, than it were 
| proper for” me to infift: on in this 
| Difcourſe:: And yet my Deſign enga- 
| ges'e to. eonfidery few of them {om- 
"oy particularly;,! | . 
. And firſt, Ifſhall obſerve, Thar, 
whine the three grand: Arguments, 
that- eonjointly! evitice' the. Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religioh.in/general, are 
( atleaft'in my opinion) the: Excel- 
tency'of the DoRrine,: which makes 
ic worthy to have proceeded from 
God; #he Teſtimony of. the Divine 
Miradles, that were wrought' to re- 
commend it: ; the greatEftects, pro- 
duce'd*in' the World by 4t.! - Twoof 
theſe*three Arguments (for the firſt 
| 1s of i4 fore Speculative nature are 
botrom'd upon” zzatters of fa&, and 
| confequently are likelytobe the moſt 
prevalentuponthoſerhathaye a great 
a || Veneration\ for-Exp Ince, and are 
| duly diſpus'd to framd ſuch pious Re- 
ſrecions, 46-iþ warrants 4d leads thewt 
_E2 7a 
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52 The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. | 
to. make. This laſt Clauſe I add, be- 
. cauſe, #hovgh I have- formerly, more 
than Intimated ſomthing of the like 
Import, yet *tis {o neceſſary. to my 
Deſign that you ſhould take ſpecial 
notice of it, that ] muſt not-here o- 
mit to: advertiſe 'you, That, when, in 
this Diſcourſe, I ſpeak of an Experi- 
mental -Philolopher, or Virtuoſo; I 
do not mean, either, on this hand, a 
Libertine, tho*Ingentous3, or a Sen- 
tualiſt, though Curious; or, (that 
hand, a mere Empirick, or ſome vul- | 
gar Chymiſt; that looks upon nothing | 
as Experimental, wherein Chymiltry, | 
Mechanicks, | &c. are not employ'd; Þ 
and who too often makes Experi- þ 
ments, without making Refleftionon | 
them, as having 1t more in his aimto | 
Produce: Effe&ts, than. to Diſcover | 
Truths. But the Perfon I here mean, | 
tfuch a one, as by attentively-look- | 
ing about him, gathers Experience, | 
not from his own Tryals alone, but | 
| fromdivers other matters of fa&,which |} 
he heedfully obſerves, though he had 
RO ſhare in the effeCtivg them; and} 
; on 
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on which he is diſpos'd to make ſuch 


. { WE as. 3.2 : 
be het 18 " ws M 4 LORE 
$ceebt' COTE TR OD 1 EE 
RS RS ee 
Fe, BN DPS! VS "Ic LO 
; we vs be a + 24” U 
>, **: < i 8 % 


Refleftions, as may ( unforcedly ) 


' be apply'd to confirm and encreaſein 


him = Saran of Natural Religion, 
and facilitate his Submiſhon and FE 


| herence to the Chriſtzan Religion. 


An Experimental Philoſopher, thus 


diſpos'd, will, with the Divine Aſi- 


ſtance, c which he will be careful to 
Implore ) find pregnant Motives to 
the Belief of Chriſtianity, in the two 
Jaſt of the three Arguments of its 


Truth, that I lately. propos?d. Thac 


which | 1$ drawn from the £ffedts of 
this Religion in the World, as it is 
laſt nam?d, ſo I ſhall defer the Con- 
fideration of it, till I have treated of 
the other ; namely the Teſtimony of 


Divine Miracles, whoſe Difficulty 


makes it requiſite for us to conſider 
it the more Attentively, and diſtint- 
ly declare the Grounds, upon which 
Experience may be eſteemed a good 


Topick on the preſent occaſion. For 


the cjearing of this matter, I ſhall 
repreſent to you, That the word Ex- 


perience may admit of divers Senſes, 


E 3 — where- 


whereof oneisfat more comprehenſive 
than another'z and likewiſe of ſeveral 


Diviſions and-Diſtributions. For, be- 
ſides its more reſtrained acceptation, 


1t 1s ſomtimes ſet 1n contra-diſtinftion 


to Reaſor, ſo as to comprehend, not 
only thoſe Phexomena that Nature or 
Art exhibits to our Outward Senſes, 
but thoſe things that we perceive to. 
paſs Within our ſelves; and all thoſe 
ways of Information, whereby we 
attain any Knowledge that wedo not 
owe to abſtracted Reaſor. So that, 
without ſtretching the Word to the 
utmoſt Extent of which 'tis capable, 


and to which it has been enlarg'd; it 
may be look'd upon as. ſo compre- 


henfive a Term, that I think it may 


be of ſome importance to my cninget 


deſign, and perhaps to Theology i 

{c]f, to propoſe to you a Diſtribarion 
of Experience, that will not, Thope, 
be found uſeleſs to clear the Extent. 


of that Term. I ſhall then tike the 


freedom to enlarge the Signification 
of the Word beyond 1 its commoneſt 
Limits, and divide} It, for diſtinctions 

ſake, 
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The Chriſtian Virtuoſo, 8 e 
fake, into {mediate and Vicariozs 
Experience 3 or rather ſomwhat leſs 
Compendioully , but perhaps more 
Commodioully, into Perſonal, Hiſto> 


rical, and Supernataral, ( which may 


be alſo ſtyVd Theological: ) referring 


the Firſt of the three Members of this 
| diſtribution to Tarediate Experience, 


and the two others, to YVicarzows. 
T call that Perſonal. Experience, 


which a Man acquires immetliately 


by himſelf, and accrews' to: him by 
his own Senſations, or the exerciſe 
of his Faculties, without the Inter- 


vention of any external Teſtimony. 
*Tis by this Experience that we know, 


that the Sun 1s bright; Fire, hot; 
Snow, cold, and white; that upoh 
the want of Aliments we feel Hun- 
ger; that we hope for future Goods; 
that we love what we judge good, and 
hate what we think vil; and diſcern 
that there is a great Difference be- 
tween a Triangle and a Circle, and 
can diſtinguiſh them by 1t. 
_ By M7 orical Experience, I mean 
that, which tho' it were perſonal in 
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ſome Other man, is but by. his Rela- 
tion or Teſtimony , whether imme- 
diately or mediately, conveyed to us: 
*Tis by this that we know, that there 
were ſuch Men as Julizs Ceſar, and 
William the Conqueror, and that Jo/eph 


knew that Pharaoh had a Dream, 
which the Egyptian wile Men could 


not expound. 
By Theological Experience, I mean 
that, by which we know what, ſup- 


Poſing there is ſome Divine Reve- Þ- 
lation, God 1s pleas'd to relate or Þ 
declare concerning Himſelf, his At- | 


tributes, his Actions, his Will, or his þ 
Purpoſes; whether immediately, ( or Þþ 


_ without the Intervention of Man ) as 


he ſomtimes did to Job and Mzſes, 
and Conſtantly to Chriſt our Sa- | 
viour : Or by the Itervention of An- 
gels, Prophets, Apoſtles, or Inſpir'd 
Perſons 3 as he did to the Iſraelites, | 
andthe Primitive Chriſtian Church; | 


and does ſtill to us, by thoſe written 
Teſtimonies we call the Scriprares. 
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The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. g7 
By Perſonal Experience, we know 
that there are Stars in Heaven ; by 
Hiſtorical Experience, we know that 
there was a new Star ſeen by Tycho 
and other Aſtronomers, in. Caſſzopee, 
in the Year 1572. and by 7 þeologi- 
cal Experience we know,that the Stars 
were made on the F ourth Day of 
the Creation. 7 
By this you may ſee, That I donot 
in this Diſcourſe take Experience in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe of all, but in a 
greater latitude, for the knowledge 
we have of any matter of Fact, which, 
without owing it to Ratiocination,ei- 
ther we acquire by the Immediate 
Teſtimony of our Qwn Senſes and 
other Faculties, or accrews to us by 
the Communicated Teſtimony of 
Others. And I make the leſs ſcruple 
to take this Liberty, becauſe I ob- 
ſerve, that, even in common Accep- 
tation, the word Experiexce 1s not 
always meant of that which is Imme- 
diate, but 1s often taken 1n a latitude. 
As when we fay, that Experience - 
teaches #4, who perhaps were never 
, | out 
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out of Pygland, that the Torrid Zone - 
1s Habitable. and Inhabited 5 and 
erſuades Jearned men, that never 
ad opportunity to make nice Ceele- 
fttal Obſervations, that Stars may be 
Generated and Periſh, or at Jeaſt be- 
gin to Appear, and then Diſappear, 
1n the Celeſtial Region of the World. 
And on this kind of Hiſtorical Ex- 
perience, conliſting of the Perfonal 
Obſervations of Hippocrates, Galen, 
and other Phyſicians, tranſmitted to 
Us, a great part of the Practice of 
Phyſick 1; founded, And the moſt. 
_ Rational Phyficians reckon upon, as 
matters of fac, not only what other 
- Phyſicians have left upon Record, 
but divers Preſent things, which them- 
{ſelves can know but by the Relation 
of their Patients; as, that a Man has 
a patticular Antipathy to ſuch a thing, 
which the DoGor perhaps judges b 
for him to uſe; or that a Woman 
with Child longs for this or that de- 
terminate thing. And Phyſicians re- 
duce thefe and the like matters of 
fact to Experience, as to one of the 
4 "= EWO 


The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. & 
ewo Columns .of Phyſick, aiinguih. 
ed from KReaſor. 

Since then Learned Men, as well 
as common Utle, confine not. the ap- 
plication of the word Experience to 
wag which is Perſozal, but employ ir 

2 far greater latitude I ſee nor, 
| 6: 4 that, which I call Theolog cal 
Experience, may not be admitted; 
fince the Revelations that God makes 
concerning what he has Done, or pur» 
poſes to Do, are but Teſtimonies of 
things, moſt of them matters of Fac, 
and all of them ſuch, as, ſo far forth 
as they are merely Revelations, cans 
not be known by Reaſoning, but by 
Teſtimony : Whoſe being Divine; 
and relating to Theological Subjedts, 

does not alter its Nature, tho'it give 
ita peculiar and ſupereminent Autho- 
ray... 

Having premis'd and clear*d the 
propos'd Diſtribution of Experience, 
1t will now he ſeaſonable to conſider; 
how it may be apply'd to the Matters 
of Fact, that recommend the Credi- 
bility of the Chriſtian Religion; and 
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on this occaſion, 1 ſhall diſtinQtly offer 
+ ney? 4 Thoughts, in the two follow- 


itig Propoſitions. 


Prop. I, We ought to believe divers 
things npon the information of Expe- 
rience, (whether Immediate, or Vica- 
riows ) which , without that informa- 
tion,we ſhould judge unfit to be believ'd, 
or antecedently to it, did aitually judge 
contrary to Reaſon, 


This Propoſition may be under- 


ſtood, either of Perſons, or of Things, 


and will hold true, as to both. 


And firſt, as to Perſons; it your 


own Obſervation of what occurs a- 
mong Mankind do not ſatisfy you, 
that we are oblig'd, after ſufficient 


Tryal, frequently to alter the Opi- 


nions, which upon probable Reafons 
xe had before entertain'd, of the Fi- 
delity , or Prudence, or Juſtice, or 


Chaſtity, &c. of this or that Perſon; 


I ſhall refer you to the Records of 
Hiſtory, or appeal to the Tribunals 
of Judges. For both in the one, and 
at 
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at'the 'other, you will find but toe 
many Inſtances and Proofs from mat- 
ters of Fa&, that Perſons look?d on, 
even by Intelligent Men, as Honeſt, 
Virtuous, and perhaps Holy too, have 
prov'd guilty of Falſeneſs to thei 
Friends, Perfidiouſneſs.to their Prin- 
ces, Diſloyalty to their Husbands or 
Wives, Injuſtice to their Neighbours, 
Sacrilege, -Perjury, or other Impie- 


ties to their God : And in the Courts 


of Juſtice, you will find a great part 
of the. Time employ'd to Deted and 


Puniſh,, .#ot oy Civil Tranſgrefſions, 


as Thefts, Cheats, Fargery , Falle- 
 witne(s,. Adultery, and the like hat- 
nous Crimes, perpetrated by thoſe, 
that, before they, were throughly 


fifted,paſs?d for Honeſt 3 bt you will 
find Sins againſt Nature, ſuch as So- 


domy, and other unnatural Luſts, the 
Murders of Parents. by their Chils 
dren, and Innocent Children by their 
Parents, nay, Selt-murder too; tho? 


this be a Crime, which cannot beaded 


without a violation of what ſeems the 


moſt Univerſal and Radicated Law ot 


0 Na- 


” CO TOS 


> LD Geyer AC Win ho 4 dee. rho 
- Aa * 
SE 55 
- - ” | 
= I 

s- 

% « 
pa 


Moo. <4 TY 
: 
nag - 
EE 
=o: 


"06 
BB. 2 


aig os anttae*3et 
y +08 ._ 
wle=- (2. 
hcl 
5 


+ 


SEN cg Bal A 
20 
a ED 


” 
2 k 
= 


+, 


a 
wo Ire | > 
SV 


_ - 
> oo pmol 
w -—_ 
_ 
ve <les- 


£- == 
=p 
| _O—_—_ 


ws - wh —_— 
96/5 05. 12 wg ey ere 


_ on 

_— w. eds -- 

<> 190" 
—_ 


G0 
Tabs. 
£ 


? 
5 
j 


62 The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 
Nature, (and is acknowledg'd 1o by 
wicked Men) Self-preſerovation. ' But 
it will not be neceſſary more folici- 
rouſ]y to prove, that we ought, upon 
the Teſtimony of Experteriee;: to 
rige the Opinions we chought' we 
had rationally-taken up of Perſo 
and therefore!I-ſhatl' now pri 
make good the why EF mn the 
enſe I chie | 
ft relates to 
If Ex 


ings. 
KEHOne did not dap 


ls, and blow u 
ks themfelves, 


Pp 


things, that weſſee: yp 
7 Gaz powder,” made ule of iti'Ord- 
hanee, and in Mines> Who! would 
think, thar two' or three- /gfains' of 
Opin, ſhould' fo ſtupify a large'Hu- 
rar Body, as to: force a Sleep, and 
pftentimeseven without That, uſp en 
the ſharpeſt Torments, in theCholic 
Gout, and: other the moſt painful 
| 1t- 
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Dileates, and that in Patients of quite 
different Ages, Sexes, and Conltitu- 
tions; m whom alſo the Diſeaſes are 
produc'd by Differing, or even by 
Contrary, Cauſes? Who would be- 
heve, that the; Poyſon adhering to 
the-Footh of. a Mad Dog, tho? per- 
haps fo little as to be ſcarce difcena- 
ble' by Senſe; ſhould be: able; after 
the flight Hurt is. quite heal'd, to-con- 
HNye| in the warm, and (till;perſpt- 
able, Body af he bitten perſon, not 
only for s or Months, but 


for 44 Day 
{ametimes far very. many Years: And 
aſter, having: lurk'd| all that ; while, 
waheut giving. any. trauble: to ;the 
Patient,” ſhould on a ſadden'pgerveret 
the: Wuole: Oecanomy of hisBody, 
and put him; into 4 Madneſs. like that 
of, the! Dog thatbit.him, dicovering; 
it ſel by that, a8 Admirable as-Fatatl, 
Symptom of Hjdropbobia? 


- But, beſides a&tnultitude of Faſtan- 
ces:that may begiyen of Truths; that, 
were it not. for &xperzence, weſhould 
refuſe to believe; becauſe the-ſmall: 
Streygth of ſuch Agents, (cems alto- 

1 gether 
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64 The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 

gether diſproportionate to the Effe&s 
a(ſcrib'd tothem : Many other Inſtan- 
ces might be alleg'd, wherein we 
aſſent to Experience; even when its 
Informations ſeem contrary to Rea- 
ſon, and that which, perhaps, we did 
actually and without fcruple take to 


be True. 


Since Gravity 1s the Principle;that 
determins Falling Bodies to move to- 
wards the Center of the Earth; it 
ſeems very rational to believe, with 
the Generality of Philoſophers, that 
therein follow Ariftotle; That,in pro- 
portion as one Body 1s more heavy 
than another. ſo it ſhall fall to the 
ground faſter than the other. Whenee 
it has been, eſpecially by ſome of the 
Peripatetick School, inferr'd, that,of 
two Homogeneous 'Bodies, whereof 
one does, for Example, weigh ten 
pounds,and the other but one pound 5 
The former being let fall from the 
ſame height, and at the ſame time; 
with the Jatter, will reach the ground 
ten times ſooner. ” STET23 
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' But notwithſtanding this plauſible 


| en Experience ſhews us, 


and 1. haye purpaſely try'd it; that 
at leaſt in moderate heights, ſuch ag 
| thoſe of our Towers, and other Ele-= 
| vated Buildings) Bodies of very un- 
| equal weight, let fall rogether, will 
| reach the. fl Ground at the ſame time; 
or fo near it, that 'tis not eaſy to per- 
| ceive any difference in the Velocity of 
| their Deſcent. 
granted by 


*Tis generally taken for 
| Natur iſts, as. well as — that 
ong. oh Loud diſcs, . as they are 


| Stron 
hone ch. farther off than Fainter 
if. the Sonarous Bodies be 


[2 fois nd. will arrive much ſoon- 
it, than the other ; and. yet by 
' Experimetits of .the Moderns 
he Velocity of unds,, (ta 

5d ers of: which, have en- 
aVOUT tobe accurate) it appears, 
er Sounds are (atleaſt 2s 
tranſmicted through the Air 
ily as Stronger ones... And in» 
d, "tis "often obſerv'd, that when 
- F Cans« 
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from the Ear,the very 
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We, Cannons and Ne are 1s - 10 
together, the Noiſes of both arrive 
alfo together at the Ear; which | 
would not be, if the Sound of a 
Cannan were atiy thing near as much | 
Swifter, as tis Louder, than' that of 
a Masket. "= _— | 
It ſcems irrational to conceive,that 
bo a Smaller and Weaker Loadſftore, may | 
4Þ draw away a piece of He, from a 
Larger and Strongers an d yer Ex 
4 rience (which both others and 
Wh made) evinces, that in fore caſes 
ih this Parado# is a Truth. -© © © 
We, Tt has generally, by. Puitoſc ophers | 
el as well as other Men, been look'd 
Wh \ upon as mani | 0 
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eſt, and” 
Reaſon, that © old con 


more or leſs, according as the de = 
of the Cold is3 and (conſequently) 

- that [ce is Water reduc'd into'a leſs | 

Volume.” But *tis lain, by, Ex eri- 
ments carefully made, (fone 6f which 


7 have elſewhere publ thac by | 
Glaciation, Water is rather Expan- þ 
ded; or at leaſt, that up 
more room; than the Water did [ber 
| | ee 
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of, it appears,” That I defign'd to ex- 


ded. jt-be competent] 
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fore it was Congeal'd. And of this 
ſort of inſtances, where we believe, 
upon the- Authority of Experience, 
things thac are contrary to what we 
ſhould otherwiſe judge to be a Dic- 
tate or Concluſion of- Rea- 


: 


ſon 5 T couldi: add many, if An E/Jay.of 
Improbable 


I thought it'as needful in_ Truths, 


this place, as in ſome other |. 


Papers, where I have given them al- 


—_ ET 
And now/it will be feaſotiablerto 
put you in/mind, that in one part of 
the Propoſition; hicherto diſcours'd' 


tend the- force of the. Arguments, 


which is not Ammediate ,; but. Vica-: 
riousz that:48;hot perſonally ove ow?, 
but communicated: by. others; provi- 


%S. 


duly Convey'd to Us. $76, 


\ There wilt need but alittle Reflec- 


tion on what'is/judg?d reafonable,and 
freely praQtis'd;by Philoſophers thems 


ſelves, to ''Juftify this Propoſition, 


For how mafiy Concluſions have the: 
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| The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 6g 
believe,there were Catleſtial, and per- 
| haps Firmamentary, Comets. For, 
that they were above the'Concave of 


the Moon's Orb, we muſt believe 


| upon the affirmation of thoſe that 
obſerv'd them, which very few have 


| done themſelves. And the height of - 


| the famous Comer, or Diſappearing 
| Star, in Caſſiopea, in the Year i572. 
| whereon fo much ſtreſs is 1aid by our 
| Philoſophers and Mathematicians, is 
| admitted and urg'd, chiefly upon the 
{ beliet they have, not only of Tycho's 
| Veracity, but his Skill in obſerving 
| the Motions and Phenomena of that 
| Caleſtial Light, and particularly its 
| having no Parallax. 

{ In fhort, the great Archite& of Ex- 


perimental Hiſtory, Sir Frencis Bacon, 


when he divides it but into three 
| Parts, aſhgns the ſecond of them to 
| what he calls Przter-Generations ; 


ſuch as Monſters, Prodigies,and other 


things z which being (as to Us) but 
Caſualties, all thoſe that happen'd in 
| Other Times and Places than we have 
| liv'd in, (and choſe will be confeſs'd 
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to be incomparably more than any of 
us has perſonally obſerv'd) we muſt 


take upon the Credit of others. And 


yet Theſe, ( vicarious Experiments ) 


| by Suggeſting new Inſtances of Na- 


ture's Power, and uncoinmon ways 


_ of Working; and by Overthrowing, 
Wo) rage. received Rules and Tra- 


ditions, afford us a conſiderable and 
inſtrudive part of Natural Hiſtory, 
without which, it would not be ei- 
ther ſo Soynd, or ſo Compleat. 


Prop. 1. After what has been hi- 
therto diſcours'd, 1t may be, I hope, 
both feaſonable and warrantable to 


advance to, and aflert, our Second 


Propoſition; viz. That we ought to 
have a great and particular regard te 


thoſe things that are recommended to 


our Belief, by what we have reduc'd to 
Real, tho" Supernatural, Experience. 


For, 1. 'Tis manifeſt, that the moſt | 


rational Men ſcruple not to believe, 
upon competent Teſtimony, many 
things, whoſe Truth did no way ap- 
1 FOuY 


1} 
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{The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 5x 
pear to them by the conſideration of 
| the nature of the Things rhemſelves ; 
| nay, tho' what is thus believ'd upon 
Teſtimony be ſo Strange, and, ſetting 
 alide that Teſtimony, would ſeem ſo 
Irrational, thar antecedently to that _ 
Teſtimony, the things at laſt admit- 
ted as Truths, were actually rejected 
as Errors, or judg'd altogether unfit 
to be Believ'd. And I muſt here 
| deſire you to conſider, that the Points 
| wherein Experience over-rules that; 
| which, before it ſuperven'd, was 
| Judg?d tobe molt agreeable toReaſon, 
| concern things merely Natural or 
| Civil, whereof Human Reaſon is held 
to be a proper Judge: Whereas many 
of the Points recommended by Su- 
| pernatural Experience,concern things 
| of a Superior Order 3 #7azy of which 
| are not to be Adzquately eſtimated 
| by the ſame Rules. with things merely 
| Corporeal or Civil; and ſozz: of 
| which, as the Eſſence and manner of 
{ Exiſtence, and ſome peculiar Attri- 
| butes, of the Infinite God, involve 
or require ſuch a knowledge of what 
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72 TheChriftian Virtuoſo. | 
is Infinite, as much paſſes the reach | 
of our limited Inrelle&s. þ| 
Bur this 1s nor all. For, 2. Youſ 
may conſider in the next place, that, | 
whereas *tis as Juſtly as Generally 
oranted, that the better ares a 
Witneſs is, in the capacity of a Wit- 
neſs, the Stronger Afent his Teſti. 
mony deſerves; we ought of all the 
things that can be recommended to us 
by Teſtimony, to receive thoſe with Þ 
the higheſt degree of Aſlent, that are 
taught us bo God, by the interven- Þ 
tion of thoſe Perſons, that appear tq | 
have been Commiſiion'd by Him to 
declare his Mind to Men. For the 
two grand Requiſttes of a Witneſs, 
being the krowledge he has of the 
things he delivers, and his Ioniney 
4n truly delivering what he knows; 
all Human Teſtimony muſt on theſe 
accounts be inferior to Divine Teſti- | 
mony : Since this (later) is warranted | 
Þoth by the Veracity of God, (which 
Js generally acknowledg'd by thoſe | 
that believe his Exiſtence) and by his 
| boundleſs Knowledge 5 which makes | 


. 
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ie as impoſſible he ſhould be Deceiy'd 


himſelf, as the other does, fat he 


ſhould Deceive us. And, becauſe 
_ that, for the delivery .of the Divine 
- Teſtimony we are ſpeaking of, it has 


oftentimes pleas'd God, who 15a moſt 
Free, as well as a mqft Wile, Agent, to 
make uſe of Unpromifing Perſons as 


| his Inſtruments; I ſhall not on this 
occaſion altogether overlook this Cir- 


cumſtance,That an Experimental Phi- 


| lofopher ſq often encreaſes his Know. 
ledge of Natural things, by what He 


learns from the Obſervations and Pra- 


' Riſes, even of Mean, and perhaps of 
| Hliterate, Perſons, (fuch as Shepherds, 
 Plowmen, Smiths, Fowlers, ec.) be- 
cauſe they are converſant with the 


Works of Nature; that He is not only 
Willing to admit, but often Curious 


| to ſeek for Informations from them, 
{ and therefore is not like to find much 
 repugnancy in receiving the Doftrines 
of Reveal'd Religion, ſuch as Chri- 
ſtianity, if the Teachers of it were 
honeſt Men, and had opportunity to 


know the Truth of the Things they 


de- 


f 
< 
f 
4X 
x 
#7 
oy IF 
ot 
; 
Ss 
Y 
OE 
2 
$ 
A 
FP - 
. 
© Ta 
.. 
a 
4 © 
-s. 
4 G, 
Fre 
Fare 
n ; 'E 
== 
Fs 
*.5 wu 
# 4H 
My 
- ws 
"> Þ 
BR. 
pms © 
% 
Ft 
PE.” 
WT” + 
7. 
"Y 
_ 
& 
C4 
3 ag 
A C 
© 4 
LY | z 
f® 3d 
5. a # 
SE” 
*& F300 
Fg 
: = 
8. 
-* 4 * 
bv 2B 
be 2, 
& 
= 
Pop?» 
» . 
-£> 
7 I 
Py J 
2 : 
i 5 ; 
! 7 
Y o 
bl 
+ na 
5 


oo I 
41 
25 + 
: pet Wo ot 
LL" 24 
£,. : £ 
ES 

—— Is. 

, F 

« 

*, 48% 
. n S 
- of 

% 

© £ 
YL $*: 
daS$.cs © © 
£8 <4 
"WM 
Bi ; 
L 

© by 
_ &= 
a K'> 
7 tf % 
"= N 
: & © 
PS 
Y £ - beyy 
Ys 
* # *;z 

PF 5 4 
© + 
CRETE 

t] z 
. - - : - 4 
Tos 
- $23 -8 

> " 

53 W #2. 
. Be Fx. 8 
k" rt 
"; wo F 
Pan. of 

+3# 45 

#2 7 "- 
w _ 
25 "WS" 

- ©; Wk. 

n Fi 
BE 4. 
TI 
"$64" S. b. 
FF 
F i 
L24: - 
LE © f 
WS - 
- 
4TH; 
5) J 
" SY 
FR, o& 
i "ne 
WP w_ 
he] = ; 
#< he 
7 EM 

_— vS 
£ oY ” I. 
HJ oe © £ 
F EY -£ 

: 3, EK 

<< 5 
$45 a - - 
252% + 
Þ 'V 
; ii} 
S 79h 

F p 
J 4 i& 
LE 7% 2's 

_—_— 

4 27 a. 4 

Ts. © 
+. ®-3 5 
F #4 be 

4% 8- 

Rs. + 
---0iEas 

a > +... 

L 4 Ll 
» RY 
+: . gs. L + 
W« oF &--Y 

4 
+; 

5 5 - 

_*4q % 

* Fa 
£ 


2 bench» 5, ME SEEK 
. 33%. 2138.8 
". v2 TINS Y 
- OS! - WR” Ra 
Is * =” —Y 
* - , 


F- ? . 5 v p 1 F *% RR. > Ig © aj * We FIRE nos SN $a SOON 77 
- 7 = Y L x7 dot . > 5 ib Ls Sg, eg y "+ 4 e Co AER, oo H/-b We DR ng = a. SEE wa ECL 26k Ines os EIS ee SIE S nn on WS 
ebon. III EI Co FL. RS IS, | LEES $3 Ge Oo IT ET IEP 
EEE I a Es Sc es nets PERS PS DEER, ng er Fa Ate eo OS ES RE ae ne get Dk a Os ee FORCES IDE i 
£4 My EE On OT. 4 eh + ts A Rn EE 3 + Ve» We A es So LIP IEILS. nu EY IST V1” 0 WET rar BT Al et ORE 244% oa 
Woe, W4 Ih. FORE 90 end FS LES TER 0 F< A NS ae NS DEN. Eos PEE Bl <a OW ode net 4 fe PF 18 el ge Trl ee IPO ens DF 
4 WAS > TAE, $6 Fe, Mig 3 62 _ y $7 hea of A I —- - my oy Wes F A HR 47 SI” x Ave. : 
Lets 3 Ps ak wed; RY OL LR ng EIS: PS ts SE I ES ae DR OY 8 Es SEE nin - 5 2 bn RN Re Tt 
oe; Ho Bu LES {3 SD WPT-FES 5 S 
» Fra” 
£ L . 2 


Witt 


94 The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 


deliygg, tho' they were Fiſhermen , 
Tentmakers, or fome other Mean Pro- 


feſſion. 


And indeed, (to enlarge a little 


upon a Subjet that, I fear, has ſcarce 


been conſider'd) ſuch a perſon as our 


_ Virtuoſo, will, with both great Wil- 


lingneſs, and no leſs Advantage, Exer- 
ciſe himſelf 1n peruſing, with great 
Attention, and much Regard , the 
Writings. of the Apoſtles, Evange- 
liſts,and Ancient Prophets; notwith- 
ſtanding any Meanneſs of their Firſt 
Condition, or of their Secular Em- 
ployments. And in theſe Sacred 
Writings, He will z-0f ozly readily 
ſuffer himſelt to be inſtructed in theſe 
Grand and Catholick Articles of Re- 


gion, which, becauſe of their Neceſ- 


ſity or very great Uſefulneſs, are to 
be met with in many places, and in 
variety of Expreſttons, by honeſt and 


duly diſpos'd Readers : But He-will, 


in ſtead of Ditdaining ſuch Tutors, 
both Expect, and caretully Strive, to 


Improve his Knowledge of Divine 


Things 1n general, even by thoſe 
| : Hints, 


The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 78 © 
Hints, and Incidental -Paſſages, that 
' a careleſs or ordinary Reader would 
| Overlook, or not expe& any thing 
| from, For, as the Fzcundity of the 
| Scriptures is not wont to be enough 
diſcern d, when the Sacred Writers 
tranſiently touch upon, or glance at, 
a great many Subjects, that they do 
not expreſly handle, and that there-. 
fore are not vulgarly taken noticeof; 
ſothe Docility we have aſcrib*'d toour 
Virtuoſo, will make him repoſe a great 
deal of Truſt in the Teſtimony of 
Inſpir'd Perſons, ſuch as Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, about Things of all forts, 
Either uſually taken notice of or not, 
that relate to Objefts of a Supernatu- 
ral Order; eſpecially if among theſe, 
God himſelf, and his Purpoſes, be 
compriz'd, ſince divers of thoſe things 
are #0t krowable without Revelation , 
and others are beſt known by it. And 
to be allow'd to ground a Belief 
- about ſuch things, on the Relatians 
and other Teſtimonies of thoſe that 
were in the Scripture-Phraſe, |, 
Eye Witneſſes and Miniſters of : ; 
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76 The Chriſttan Virtuoſo. 
the things they ſpeak of, will by our 


Virtuoſo be juſtly reputed ſuch an ad- 


yantage, in order to the Knowledge 
of things Divine, as the conſulting 
with Navigators and Travellers to 
America, 1s, to him that 1s curious to 
learn the State of that New-world. 
For an ordinary Sea-man or Travel. 


ler, that had the opportunity with 


Columbus to fail along the ſeveral 
Coafts of it, and paſs up and down 
thorow the Country, was able at his 
return to Inform Men of an hundred 
things, that they ſhould never have 
learn'd by Ariſtotle's Philoſophy, or 
Ptolomy's Geography 3 and might nor 
only Acquaint them with divers par- 
riculars, conſonant to the Opinions 
which their formerly recerv'd Phy- 
ſicks and Colmography did ſuggeſt, 
but alſo Rectify divers Erroneous Pre- 
ſumptions and Miſtakes, which till 
then they thought very agreeable to. 
the Dictates of thofe Sciences, and 


ſo toReaſon. And, 2s one,that had 


a candid and knowing Friend inti- 


on 


about man Par- 


culars; of the, Natural Hiſtory -of 
th " Part | than ON thoſe of an hun- 
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78 The Chriſtian Virtuoſo. 
- For methinks, thoſe great 
x Cor.N.:o. Depths of God may be 
6 compar d' to the Depths 
of the Ocean. And we know, that 
m the Sea, there are ſome Abyſſcs ſo 
deep, that the Seaman's Sounding- 
Lines havenever been able toreachto 
thebottom of them3*and where they 
arenot Unfathomable, all weare wont 
to do by our Soundings, i is, to fetch 
from the Aretis, ſome little Gravel, or 
Mud, or Shells, of ſome ſuch: thing, 
that ſticks to the tallow'd end of the 
Plummet, and gives us but a very im- 


perfe& account of :the Bottom, even. 
of the -Shallower [Parts of the Sea: 


ut if a Skilful: Diver be e loy 'd, 
he not only tell us, whether the 
Bottom ibe Muddy, Gravelly , or 
Sandy 3; but will beable to'giveus-a 
kind. of. Topography'of that Subrma« 
rine Land, and. acquaint - us with 
many Surprizing Pargiculars, that we 
ſhould never otherwiſe: have Diſco- 
ver'd, or perchance ſo muchas 
Dream'd of. And Pe 
-no Hyperboleto 


fay, that the 


In- 


radventure it- 
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Informations of a. Plummer, which 


reaches. Not to Some Depths , and- 
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Hiſtories 3 - I ſee not, why that Vica- 
rious Experience ſhould not more be 
traſted , which has divers peculiar 

and concurrent Circumſtances to-con- 


firm 1t, and P 
that moſt 

chearfnl 
of 1t, a 


Suffer'd to Atteſt the 


wv'd chiefly 


Miracles,” and” 
their account... 


tre ſhould, for moſt weig 
poſes , make ftupendous Al 
of the courſe of Nature ; {| 
Nature her ſelf, for no ſuch 
by ſuch Prodigies, as are net 
tion'd, as it wete, throw I 
of her own Cov 
iracles being fo 


Se it 
a'farther- b 
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aright of thoſe ſtrange things, that 
are by many Propos'd as Miracles,and 
Believ'd to be (o. 
For firſt, the knowledge he has of 


the Various,and ſometimes very Won- 


d&rtfy], Operations of fome Natural 
things, eſpecially when they are Skil- 


tully Improv d, and dexterouſly ap- 


| ply'd by Art, particularly Mathema- 


ticks , Mechanicks , and Chymiſtry , 

will qualify him to LGrhſh, be. 
tween things that are gly range 
and ſyrprizz7g,and thoſe that are truly 


ttiraculons : S0 that he will not mil- 
| fake the Effefs of Natural Magick, 


for thoſe of a Divine Power. And 


by this well-ig{truted WarineG, he 
will be able to Slayer the Subtil 


eats arid C0] lafions of I poſtors ; ; 


by which, not only Multituc roger; all 


Religions , eſpecially Heathen, but 


even Learned Nico of molt Religions, 


for want of ag inſight into real Phi: 
lofophy, have formerly been, or are 


atthis day, deluded, and drawn in- 


TEE 


to IdoJatrous, , Superltitious, or other- 
wil Errogeous, Tenents or Practices. 
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from the Mechanical Powers of Mat- 


Rd 


Wiſe, which they call'Nature: Forf 
"This 1s repreſented as a'kind of God-f 
 deſs, whoſe Power tmay be little leſs 
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And on the other ſide, the knows- 
tedge our Virtuoſo may have of what 
cannot be juſtly expetted or pretended. 


ter, will enable him to diſcern, that 
divers things are not produceable by 
Them, without the intervention of Þ 
an Intellicent Superior Power 3 on 
which ſcore he will frankly acknow- 
ledge, -and heartily believe, divers 
Effeds to be truly Miraculous, that 


may be plauſibly enough aſcrib%d to 


other Cauſes in the Vulgar Philoſo- f 
phy ; where Men are taught and wont þ 


'fo attribute Stupendous unaccount- 
able EffeQs to Sympathy, Antipathy, 


Fuga vacni, Subſtantial Forms, and 
eſpecially to a certain Being preſiim'd 
to be almoſt Infinitely Potent and 


than boundleſs; as T remember Galer 
himſelf compares it to that of God, 
and faith, that He conld not do ſuch 


a thing, becauſe Nature cannot; and 


Cenſures Moſes for ſpeaking as if he 
were 


The Chriſtian V "FA 


were of another Mind. The F. 4 
Paſſage is ſo weighty, that I thought 
fit to dire you\to it in 


7 Gal. de U/zu 
the Margent, tho”, to Sure. Lib JE. 


comply with my haſt, I Cap. #1V 


| forbear to tranſcribe and 


deſcant upon ſo prolix a One, and add 


to 1t divers other Paſſages that I bave 


met with in famous Authors; who, 


| for want of knowing the true Extent 


of the Powers of Matter and Mo- 


tion, left to themſelves in the Ordi- 


nary Courſe of things, Aſcribe to 
Natural Cauſes, as they call them, 
ſuch Effects as are beyond their reach, 
unleſs they be Elevated by Agents of 
a Superior Order. 

I know it may be objected, that 


| the hitherto-mention'd Diſpoſitions, 


that Experimental Knowledge may 
give a Man, to Admit the Hiſtories of 
the Miracles recorded in the Goſpel ; 


and likewiſe to Expe&, that God will 


be able to perform the Promiſes and 


Menaces that are in his name deliver'd* 


_ there, may be countervail'd by this, 


That thoſe, who areſomuchacquainted 


G'3- _ with 
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with the Myſteries of Nature, and 
| her various and ſtrange ways of 
Working, as a Virtaoſo may well be, 
may by that Knowledge be ſtrongly 
tempted to think , that thoſe ſurpri- 
Zing things that other Men call Mira- 
cles, are but Effe&ts of Her Power ; 
the Extent of which, is not eaſily dif- 
cern'd by ordinary Men, nor ſafely 
defin'd by Philoſophers themſelves. 
- Bur this Objection being Þ lauſible 
enough, to make me think it Teſery d 
to be ſeriouſly confider?d, I took an 
occaſion that was once offer 'd me, to 
examine the validity of it in a Paper 
by ir ſelf: And this being. at your 
command , I ſhall refer you to it. 
26d | hope, that in the mean time it 
y ſuffice to ſay, That to make it 
fonable tO judge this'or thar parti- 
cular . Performance, a Supernatural 
One, it, is not at all neceſfary, thar 
it ſurpaſs the whole Power of Na- 
ture , that js, of Phyfical Agents 
provided,it ſurpaſs the power of that 
Cauſe, or that complex of Cauſes, 


from which, the Lifed muſt j in a 
. , 
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/ If it be purely Natural or Phyſical, 
| be ſuppos'dto have proceeded. As 
for inſtance, That a Fiſherman or 
two ſhould ſpeak other Languages 
than their own, does not at all ex 
ceed the power of Nature, if the 
| employ'd a competent time in lear 
| 10g them. But that a great numb 
of Fiſhermen , and other Illiterate 
| Perſons, ſhould all on a ſudden be- 
| come Linguiſts, and in an hour'stime 
| be able to ſpeak intelligibly to a great 
number and variety of Nations in 
_ their reſpective Languages, as the 
| New Teſtament relates, that the 
| Apoſtles and their Compa- Fa 
| nions did on the day of Sc: 48s IL. 
Pentecoſt: That gift of- _ 
Tongues, I ſay, was an Ability, which 
in thoſe circumſtances of Place, Time, 


# and Perſons,' wherein *twas exercis'd, 


may juſtly be concluded to have been 

Supernatural or Miraculous. 

| T fear you will think, I have dwelc 

too long upon the Argument for Chri- 

ſtianity, drawn from that ſort of mat- _ 
rers of Fact we call Varacles; tho? 
| UW 4 Me 


F 


O4E 
rs 
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the uncommon' way. that my Dt oh 


Jed me to repreſent themin,' would 


not permir. me, to make it. out 1 in few 


words. | Wherefore I ſhall now paſs 
on to another Argument, in favour 


of the ſame Religion, that is afforded 


by Experience, being drawn from the 


anacty ſucceſsful Propagation, and 
the happy Effeds, of Chriſtianity, in 
the World. But having formerly 
had occaſion to diſplay this Argu- 
ment in a ſeparate Paper, which you 
may command a Sight of, if I ſhall 
not have time to annex a Tranſcript 


of it to the later Sheets of this Firſt 


Part of thepreſent Eſſay, T will refer 
you for more ample Proof to That 


- Writing, and content my ſelf in this 


place briefly to touch ſome of the 
Heads, and ſubjoyn a RefleQtion or 


two that yoy will not meet with in 


that Paper. 
'Tis a notorious Matter of Fae, 
that in leſs than half an Age,the Chri- 
| ftian Religion was (ſpread over a great 
part of the then known. World; in- 
_ fomuch, that jn a few Years _—_ it 
Co 


. 
p » 
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began” to be preach'd; the Rs 6 
the Genriles could tell the Rowars 
with:Joy,' that zheir Faith 2% 7. e, Pro- 
feſſion of the Goſpel ) was oo 
UA ken of throughont Fo whole Rom. 1.8 
World. And in the Second 
Century, Tertullian, and other fa- 
mons Writers, ſbew, that the Goſpel 
vans already numerous Proſelytes, in 
'a great number of different King- 
doms and Provinces. But I forbear 
to mention, what he and others have 
magnificently ſaid of the Succeſs of 
'the Goſpel, becauſe I had rather re- 
fer you to the plain Narratives made. 
. of it by Eu/ebizs ', Socrates Scholaſti- 
C45, _ other grave Authors: beinp 
of opinion, that mere Hiſtorians may 
give'to a Philoſophical Reader, a 
. more Advantageous {dea of the Et 
cacy of that excellent DoCtrine, than 
eloquent Orators, as ſuch, can do. 
This wonderful quick progreſs of this 
Religion being aſcertain'd to our Vir- 
tnoſo, by a Thing | he is ſo* much 
ſway'd by, as Experience; it does 
not a little diſpoſe him to Believe the 
Truth 


& 92 LS. | 
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Truth of ſo. prevalent a Religion: 
For, If he conſiders the Perſons that 


firit promulgated it, They were but | 


half a ſcoreof Hliterate Fiſhermen, and 
a fewTent-makers &otherTradeſmen. 
If he conſiders the Means that were 
employ'd to Propagate this Dottrine, 

he finds, that they had neither Arms, 
nor External Power, to Compel Men 
to receive it; nor Riches, Honours, 

or Preterments, to Bribe. Or Alture 


_ them to itz nor were they Men of 


Philoſophical Subtilty, to intrap or 
entangle the Minds of their Auditors. 


| Nor did they make uſe of the pom- 


pous Ornaments of Rhetorick, and | 
fetches of Qratory, to inveagle or | 
entice Men ; but treated of the molt | 
Sublime and abſtruſe Matters,in a moſt 
Plain and unaffefted Style, as became 
Lovers and Teachers of Truth. If | 


| he conſiders the nature af the Doc- 
trine, that in little time obtain'd fo 
many Proſelytes, he will-find, - that 
inſtead of being.ſuited to the Natural 
Apprehenfions, or the Receiv'd Opi- 
nons, of Men and inſtead of gratt- 


fywg 
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fy! ying their corrupt Aﬀettions,or com- 
Sling with fo —_— as their Inno- 
centelt Intereſts; it preſcrib'd ſuch 
Mortifications, ms ſach great ſtri&- 
neſs of Lite, and high degrees of Vir- 
tne, asno Legiſlator had ever dar'd 
toimpoſe upon his Subjedts, nay, nor 
any Philoſopher on his Diſciples. And 
this Doctrine was propos'd in ſuch a 
way, and was accompany*d with Pre- 
dictions of ſach Hardſhips and Perſe- 
cutions, thatſhould in thoſe times be 
the portion of its ſincere Profeſſors, 
as if the Law-giver had defign'd ra- 
ther to Fright Men from his Dodrine, 
than Allure them to it; ſince the 
could not believe what he ſaid, and 
foretold , 'to be true, without be- 
lieving, that they ſhould be made 
great Safferers by that Belief, If. 
our Virtuo/o conſiders the Oppoſition 
made to the Progreſs of the Goſpel, 
be will find cauſe to wonder, that ir 
could ever be ſarmounted. For the 
Heathets, which made by far the 
greateſt part. of the World, wefe 
FEePly ngag'd in Po!ytheiſin, Ido- 

larry, 
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latry, Magical Rites and Superſtitions, 
and almoſt all kind of Crimes, and 
ſome of theſe were ſhameleſs De- 
baucheries, which, oftentimes made 
a part of their Worſhip. And the 
Jews were by the. cormpe Leaven of 
the Phariſees, and the impious Errors 
of the $adduces, and the General Mil- 
takes of the Nation about the Per- 
ſon, Office, and Kingdom, of the 
Melji 746 5 and - by their dotage upon 
their vain Traditions, and numerous 
Superſtitions, orounded upon them : 
The Gentiles, ſay,and the ſews, who 
werethoſe that were to be Converted, 
were, on theſe and other accounts, 
highly Indiſpos'd to be made Proſe- 
lytes. Eſpecially when they could 
not own themſelves to be ſuch, with- 
out expoſing their Perſons to behated 
and deſpiſed, their Poſleſſions to be 
confiſcated, their Bodies to be impri- 
ſon'd and tormented, and oftentimes 
their Lives to be,in as legnominious as 
Cruel ways, deſtroy'd. And whilſt 
the Secular Magiſtrates made them 
ſuffer a}l theſe Miſchiets, the ? Yeurry: 
tc 
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| ted Prieſts, the iSubtil Philoſophers, 
| .-and the Eloquent Orators, perſuaded 
| the World; that'they Deſerv'd yet 

more than they Endur'd ; and em- 

ploy'd all their Learning and Wit to 
make the Religion Odious and/Ridi- 
culous, as well as the Embracers of it 

Miſerable : Accuſingthe Martyrs, and 

other / Chriſtians, of no lefs than 

Atheiſm, Incelſt;, and the inhuman 

ſhedding and! drinking the innocent 

Blood of Infants. Theſeand:thelike 
"Matters of Fact When our: Firtuoſo 
. refle&ts on,and conſiders by what un- 

; promiting Means, (as far as they were 
but Secular): ſuch ſeemingly infur- 
-mountable _ Difficulties' were con- 
quer'd; He cannat- but by this Hiſto- 
-Tical Experience beinclin'd;ca'think, 
that Effedts;ſo diſproparttoniate'to the 
Viſible Means, could not bebrought 
to paſs without the peculiar:Aſhiftance 
and extraordinary Blefling of: God : 
By whom. thole ſucceſsful :Preachers 
averr'd themſelves. to be Commiſſio- 
nated. For, that the Supernatural 
' help, the Chriſtian Doctiane-appears 


2 [S 


to have had; was Divine, not Dia- 
bolical, will ſeem evident to our Vir- 
tuoſo, from the Nature, Tendenc 
and Effets, of the Dorine it: ſelf ; 

which expreſly teacheth, that there 
is but one God; that He alone is to 
be Worſhipp?d, and not Idqls, nor 
any of the Heathen Demons or Dei- 
ties; that the Devils 'are Wicked, 
Apoſtate, Malicious, -and Mifer le 
Creatures, that are Hated of God, 

-_ do gy" late Man 


Propagation of the Goſpel, which, 
Fy ſcem more Extrinſecal than 
therto mention'd, is yet tao 
conſiderable to be here pretermitted; 
fince 
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ſigceit is this, That the Quick Spread- 
ing? and Succeſs of the Chriſta, Doc- 
trine in the World, was Foretold 
both by the Prophets of the Old 
Teſtament, and the Author and pro- 
mulgators of the New. - For it being 

notorious, that there have been divers 


Errors and. Su perftitions, that have 


with too It" Celerity been ſpread 
far and wide in the World; either 
by pe Accidents, (as they | Were re- 
4s x8, 7) that were' very friendly to 
heth!*6f by the Induftry and Artifi- 
ces of Men: This, 1 fay, Tins lo, it 
onght'to be no (rial Suisfaciion! to 
E witable Judges,thatthe Quick Pra- 
egreſs, and Notable Effects, of the 


Cy 


hriftian Religion,” m oo age 3 


by the Ancien 
Fr the Meſſias an 
Pops theſe accqm 
ay appear, "that 
of the Goſpel: Was _ an 
= "of ' Chance, 'bi _ arg be 
'fore" Meterauny '-by 
_ a Work "ns to: | beDect's to 
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his Peculiar;Aſſit> 


wonderful way by 
tagce, (as will, b :and by. -be ſome- 


. 
my 
£ 

Y 


what more full; eclar?I> That the 
Triwumphs of the Goſpel were Fore: 


told by ſeveral of the Old Prophets; 


Gr # 


may appear by. their et- Extant Wri- 
tivgss. ſome, of which are all :d to 


that purpoſe, by:ahoſe Writers of the 
ew Teſtament, that were, .endow'd 


rs 


Ri 


Nh the ſame Sf mephepick Spirit, And 
o, conſider the Paſſages 


,1n the Margent,..you 
ily grant, that thoſe 


ore 


E 1 


A 


ent Teh ES 


__ ſeveral Nations, to 
of. the onl 


t IN ones be.ſo ty et 
and pompouſly;ſet forth, ths 
_the Converſion, that. ſhould 
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| Nation, to the Chriſtiaz Doctrine; 

| 3:4 there are divers Pallages in the 
New Teſtament, that are Real, tho'. 
ſome of them Unheeded, Prophecies 
of the wonderful Progreſs of the 
Goſpel, and the large Extent of the 

| Kingdom of the Meſſzas. Thus Chriſt 

| foretold, that his twelve Apoſtles 

| ſhould be his Witneſies, not only in 
Fudza and Samaria, but to the utter- 
moſt parts of the Earth. And, ac- 
cording to the moſt probable Expli- 
cation of that Text, in the 24th of 
St. Matthew's Goſpel, which is uſu- 
ally referr'd to the end of the World, 
but ſeems rather to reſpe& the De-_ 
ſtruCtion of Jeruſalem ; there is a Pre- - 
diction, thar before the Exd, (of the 
Jewiſh Polity, as well as 
the - Moſaical Oecono- Mz.XYX17. 14. 

. my) the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom (of the Meſſzas) ſhould be 
preach'd or proclaim'd i the whole 
World, ( in.that Senfe of __ _ 
the term World that was "7 OO 

| then much inuſe,and was * 
enploy'd by the Evan- 
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_ g<liſt Luke toſignify the RowanWorld 
er Empire.) To which may be ad- 
ced, that ten or twelve omen 
( called the 4poſiles ) were lent to 
Convert all Nations to the Worſhip 

ot a Crucity'd Perſon; which wont 
have been a ſtrange Commiſſion to be, 
given luch Men at that time, 1f their 
Maſter, who ſent them, had not Fore- 
ſcen the Succeſs, as well as Known the 
| Tiuth, of the DoGrine he ſent them 
to Preach. The quick Diffuſion of 
the Chriſtian Faith, and the (ſwift 
Growth of the Chriſtian Church from 
. deſpicable Beginnings, to a Greats 
neis vety Ditproportionate to them, 

are more than intimated, by what 
Chriſt ſays of-the Leaven hid in a 
great quautity of Meal; and of the 
Muſtard Seed that quickly grows 
(in the hot and fertile Country of | 
| Judga) to a wonderful Bignefs and 


iterighr 3 (ince theſe Paſlages, that || 
perfunctory Readers look on but as 
mere Parables, were really Prophe- | 
cies, that quickly began to be mani- | 
oh F atilg, Andit may bring no | 
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| ſmall Authority to the Frediaions f 


the New Teſtament, that when d1- 
vers of them were made, there ap- 
pear'd no Likelihood that they 
ſhould ever be made good. When a 
Poor Virgin, that was betroth'd to a 
Carpenter, confidently pronounces, 
that al Ages ſhould call her Bleſſed ; 
what probability was there,that what 
ſhe (aid, ſhould ever come to pals ? 
And when another Private Woman, 
then living | in a Village, 


| had it foretold her, that Mzz. 26. 13. 


a cenſur'd Aftion of hers 
ſhould be reported through the whole 


World, to her great Praiſe 3 what 
ſober Man, that were not a Prophet, 
would venture to loſe his Credit, by 
making ſuch a Promiſe? And there- 
fore, ſince we ſee ſuch unlikely Pre- 


ditions actually Accompliſh'd, it may 
| well convince an anbyaſs d Man, that 
the Authors of them, as well as the 


ancient Seers, were really endow'd 


with a truly Prophetick Spiritz and 
that the Events by That Foretold, 


H 2 were 


"- * 2 
FT 4... 4 : 
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were not Effects of Chance or Policy, , | 


but of Divine Providence. 


I 1 thought | it Not improper, to make 
| the mention of theſe Predictions follow 


 ſoclole the Diſcourſe of the Miracles, 


becauſe true Prophecies of: Unlikely 
Events, fulhlPd by Unlikely Means, 


are ſupernatural Things;z and,as ſuch, 
(c{pecially their Author and Deſign 
conſider'd ) may properly enough be bi 
reckon'd among Miracles. And 1 


may add, that theſe haye a peculiar 


ag vantage above molt other Miracles, 
on the {core of their Duration: Si 
the manifeſt Proofs of the Prediftio 
continue ſtill, and are as viſible as the 
Fxtent of the Chriſtian Religion ; and 
ſome of them are {t11] more and more 


accomplilſn'd, by the CONST OR 


made of multitudes of Infidels, 

ſeveral vaſt Regions of America, - 
name no other Countries. ) So that 
if we may call ſome Miracles tranſpent 
ones, ſuch as the Turning Water into 
Wine at a Wedding-feaſt in Ga!zlee; 
and the Darkening ot the Sun, when 


the Moon was Full, at the _ 
"T9 


| 


> cept on the Sabbath) in 
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of Chriſt: Accompliſh'd Prediftions 
may be ſ(tyI'd permanent ones; and 
their Wifforence may be ſet forth by 
the differing States of the Moſaick 
| Manna : For, tho? both 
that which fell dail y (ex- Exo4. XL. 


I 4,21,26,33. 


the Wilderneſs, and that which. was 
laid up in a pot before the Tefti- 
mony, were Supernatural Producti. 


ons; yet, whereas a portion of the 


Former outlaſted not two or three 
days, That kept in the pot was pre- 
ſerv'd many Apes, and continu'd to 
be (as it was foretold it ſhould) a 
Viſible Miracle. —— 
There is another Reaſon, why the 
wonderful Propagation of the Goſpel 
ſhould be annex'd to the Argument 
drawn from Miracles, in favour of the 
Chriſtian Religion. For the Preach- 

ers of 'it, both Pretended and Ap- 
peaPd to Miracles, as Proofs of: the 
Truth of their Doctrine: And if we 


conſider the great Diſadvantages they 


lay under, and the powerful Oppoſi- 
tion of all forts that they met with 
H 12 an 
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and ſarmounted ; it cannot reafona- 
bly be thought, that ſuch Unlikely | 
.Men ſhould ſo Succesfully preach fo 
Uninviting a Doctrine, unleſs it were 
confirm'd by Conſpicuous Miracles. Or . 
at leaſt, if ſo uneaſy and perſecuted a 
Religion was propagated without Mi. 
racles, that Propagation it ſelf (as one 
of the Fathers well obſerves) may 
juſtly paſs for a Miracle; and be no 
tefs fit than another, to Confirm the 
Religion lo admirably Propagated. 
The paſt Diſcourſe has, I hope, ma- 
nitcſted, that a Virtuoſo has ſome 
Helps , that other Men , generally 
ſpeaking, have not, to make him judi- 
cioully approve the Arguments for 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
that are grounded on the Miracles 
wrought 1n its favour, and the won- 
derful Succeſs of-it in the World. But, 
becauſe a Reveal'd Religion, how 
true {oever it be, can ſcarce be prov'd 
but by Moral Demonſtrations; and 
becauſe for this reaſon, it is not al- 
_ ways ſufficient, that the Arguments 
be good in their kind, but there are} 
ſomeſ 
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| ole Qualifications requir'd in the 
Minds of them that are to be Con- 
vinc'd by them ; Þ (hall now add, that 


Experimental Philoſophy does alſo 


Diſpoſe the Minds of its Cultivaters 


.to receive due Impreſſions from ſuch 
Proofs,as Miracles do, as well as other 


Topicks, afford the Chriſtian Reli- 


g10n. 


' Another thing then that qualifies 


an Experimentarian for the reception 


of a Reveal'd Religion, and fo of 
Chriſtianity, is, that an Accuſtomance 
of DC veouting to give Clear Expli- 
cations of the Phenomena of Nature, 
and diſcover the weakneſs of thoſg 
Solutions that Superficial Wits are 


| wont to make and acquielce 1 in, does 


inſenſibly work 1n him agreat and n-. 
genuous Modeſty of Mind. And on 


| theſcore of this ell Gual, as well as 


= Virtue, not only he will be 
ery inclinable, both to Defire and 
Admit further Information ,- about 
things which he perceives to be Dark 


_ or Abſtruſe ; but he will be very un- 


apt to take, for the adxquate Stan- 
H 4 dard 
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dard of Truth, a thing ſo Impertectly 


inform'd, and Narrowly limted/- as 
his mere or abſtrafted Reaſon; (as I 
think I have elſewhere intimated, that 


Fas may call That, which is furniſh'd 


only with its own, either -Conſgenite, 
or very ealily and very early Acquir'd, 
Notions and 1dza's, and with Popu- 


| Jar Notices.) And tho' a vulgar Phi- 
 loſopher, that allows himfclt to reter 


the Obſcurelt things in Nature to 
Subſtantial Forms,, Real: Qualities , 

Sympathy, Antipathy, and ſome few 
other Terms, which, tq_ be employ'd. 


by him, Need not, and perhaps for 


their darkneſs Cannot, beclearly Un-: 
derſtood; and by which: he pretends 
to explain all things in Nature; and: 
18ay 1ndeed explicate one thing as well, 
as another: Zþo' (Lay). ſach. a Ti-: 
tular Philofopher may prefume, that. 
he underſtandsevery thing. 8nd may. 
be ealily tempted to think, #bat he; 
muſt not hope,nor defireto learn from 


leſs able Men than his-fir{t Teachers; | 


and that, That cannot be: t2ye; or be. 
doe, which agrees not! with his Phi- 


loſophy ; ; 
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loſophy; yet a Sober and Expecienc'd 
Naturaliſt, that knows what Difficul- 
ties remain, yet unſurmounted, inthe 


 preſyumedly clear Conception and _ 


| Explications even of things Corpo- 
real, will not, by alazy or arrogant 
preſumption, that his knowledge a- 
bout things Supernatural is already 


ſufficient, be induc'd to Reject, or to 
Negle&t, any Information that may 


 encrealſe it. 
And this frame of Mind 1s a yery 


happy one, for a Student in Reveal'd 
Theology, where Cautiouſnels is not 
more Neceſlary'for the avoiding of 


_ Errors, than Doctlity 1s Advantage- 


ous for the Learning of Truth : Since 


the knowledge and goodneſs of the 

Divine Teacher -is ſuch, that-a Scho- 
. lar, to improve his Intelle&, needs but 
bring a Mind fitted to receive the ge- 
nuine; Informations, that are moſt 
liberally otter'd , (1n the Scripture ) 
and, will never deceive Him, that em- 
plays, together with fervent Prayers, 
a-due Care not to-miltake the Mean- 
ing of them, "oh ok 
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106 The Chriftian V. irinoſo. 
_ An aſliduous Converſation with 
the exquiſitely Fram'd, and admirably 
Manag'd, Works of God, brings a 
Skilful Conſtderer of them to diſco- 
ver from time to time, ſo many things 
to be Feazable, or to be True, which, 
whilſt he argu'd but upon grounds of 
incompetently Inform'd Reaſon, he 
judg'd Falſe or Unpracticable ; that 
little by little he acquires a Habit of 
receiving ſome ſorts of Opinions, and 
eſpecially thoſe that ſeem unfriendly 
to Religion, but as Probationers, with 
a diſpoſition to Reform or Diſcard 
them upon further Information. And 
This, 4s he 1s reſolv'd to Submit to, 
in caſe he meets with it, ſo he is di{- 
'pos'd to Receive, if not to Expect 
It, by having often found himſelf 
_ oblig'd, upon ſubſequent Informa- 
tion, to mend or lay aſide his former 
Opinions, tho? very agreeable to the 
| beſt Light he had to judge by, when 
| he entertain'd them. As, tho' it 
ſeems a viſible Truth, that the. Di/cxs 
of Venas is, 1n all reſpedts to the Sun, 
totally Luminous; yet when the Te- 
TT” leſcope 
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| Jeſcope diſcovers her to have her Full 
| and her Wane, like the Moon, he will 
| believe this further Obſervation, a- 
| gainſ(t the firſt made with his Naked 

|-EYES- TO 

| And indeed, I have ſometimes 
| doubted, whether to be vers'd in 
| Mathematicks, and other Demonſtra- 
tive parts of Philoſophy, bring a_ 
greater advantage tp the Mind, by 
Accuſtoming and Afhiſting it to Exa- 
mine Strictly Things propos'd for 
| Fruths, and to Evince Strongly the 
{ Truths a Man knows, to. Others; 
| than by Fitting him to Diſcern the 
force of a good Argument, and Sub- 
mit willingly. to Truths clearly e- 

| vinc'd, how little foever he may have 
expected to find ſuch Concluſions 
' true. *'Twillnot be difficult to apply 
'- theſe Refleftions to our preſent pur- 
pole 3 ſince there are feveral paſſages 
1n the Scripture that ſufficiently de- 
clare, both that Multitudes perſiſt in 

\ a Criminal Infidelity, out of an over- 
weaning Conceit of their own Know- 
' ledge, and a readinefs to be ſway'd 
TT | rather 


-—- 
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rather by ſtrong Prejudices, than by 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments that would > 
remove them ; and, that Docility is a 
very happy diſpoſition to the Enter- | 
tainment of Reveald Religion: In 
reference to which, this Qualification 
will be the more eaſily found in our 
Virtuoſo 5 becauſe, whereas the things, 
about which he has been accuſtom'd 
to be ſenſible of his Ignorance, or 
deſire further Inſtruction, are within 
the Sphere of Nature, and the Ju- 
riſdiction of Pmloſophy ;- many of 
the things that Reveal'd Religion de- 
clares, (ſuch as are the Decrees, the 
Purpoſes, the Promiſes, © c. of God, 
and his moſt peculiar manner of Ex- 
iſting and Operating) are things (o 
Sublime and Abftruſe, that they may 
well be look'd upon as of an higher _ 
Order than merely Phy fical Ohes, and 
cannot be Satisfa&torily reach'd by the. 
mere Light of Nature. *Tis true, 
that our Philoſopher, becauſe he 1s 
fo, will examine. more ftriftly, tham 
Ordinary Men are Wont or Able to 
do, the Proofs bronght for this or that 
pro- 
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. Propos'd Revelation.” But that isno 
diladyantage to a Supernatural Reli- 
_ gion, ſuch as the Chriſtian; if it be, 
as we now ſuppole it to be, Trzez and 
the real Truth about Religion it ſelf, 
does not require Credulity, but only 
 Docility. And perhaps this matter 
may be illuſtrated , by comparing 
1 Nat happens to a Philoſopher in the 
 Examen of Opinions, and to a Chy- 
miſt in that of Metals. For if a 
| Piece of Coin, that Men would have 
Paſs for true Gold, be offer'd to an 
Ordinary Van, and to a Skilful Refi- 
| ner; tho the later will examine it 
more ſirictly, and not acquieſce in 
the Stamp, the Colour, the Sound, 
and other Obvious Marks, that may 
ſatisfy a Shopkeeper, or a Merchant ; 
yet when he has try'd it by the Seve- 
_ rer ways of Examining, ſuch as the 
| Touchltone, the Cupel, Aqua-fortis, 
| _ @*c. and finds it to hold good in 
| thoſe Froots , he will readily and 
_ frankly acknowledge, that 'tis true 
Gold, and will be more thorowly. 
Convinc'd of it, than the other Per- 
| fon; 
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ſon; whoſe want of Skill will make 
him ſtill apt to retain a Diſtruſt, and 
render him indeed more eaſy to be 


Perſuaded, but more 'ditficult to be 
fully Satisfy'd. On thelike account; 


tho. our Virtuoſo will examine with 
more Strictneſs and Skill, than Ordi- 
nary Men are able, Miracles, Pro- 
phecies, or other Proofs, aid to be 
Supernatural , that are alledg'd to 


' Evince a Reveal'd Religion; yet if | 
the certain and genuine ” 5} Ae of 


Truth appear in it, He will be more 
thorowly Convinc'd of it than a leſs 
Skilful Man, whoſe want of good. 


Criteria, (or Touchſtones) and Sound 


Judgment, will inchne him to be. 
Diffident, and to be till afraid of 
having been Impos'd on. 

I expect, in the mean time, that 
you ſhould here Objea againſt what 
has been ſaid in the later Leaves of 


_ the paſt Diſcourſe , that it hath de- 


graded the Human Intellect, by aſcri- 


bite ſo much to Experience, Natural 
_ orSupernatural,thatit hasleftnothing 


for Reaſon to do, unleſs ſervilely to 


Obey. LL But 
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But, tho' this Objection be plau- 
fible, yet the Anſwer to it will not 
be very difficult, if the Matter it ſelf 
be Taly confider'd , and Reaſon be 
brought toa&, even on this occaſion, 
not asan Intereſſed Party, but an Un- 
byaſs'd Judge. 
. For we have already ſhewn, that 
Rational Philoſophers ſcruple not to 
Alter or Renounce the Opinions, that* 
Specious Reaſons had Suggeſted to 
them, when once they either find 
thoſe Opinions Contradidted by Ex- 
perience, or meet with other Opi- 
nions more Conformable to Experi- 
| ence. And Ariſtotle himſelf, tho he 

be accus'd to have, perhaps the fiſt 
of all the Ancient Naturaliſts, per- 
verted Phyſicks, by wrelting them to 
a compliance with Logical and Meta- 

phyſical Fanciesz yet even He con- 
feiles, nor only Z 66 in the Science 
of Nature, Rein ought tocomport 
with the Phenomena, and the Phe- 
nomena with Reaſon z but that to ad- 
here to plauſible Ratiocinations, with 
the neglet of Senſible Obſervations, 
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112 The Chbriſftian Virtuoſo. 
is a Weakneſs, or Diſeaſe, ( djppog/e ) 
of Mind. I will not here mention 
what I ſay in another Paper, by way 
of attempt to ſettle the Bounds of 
Reaſon and Experience, in- reference 
to Naturil Philoſophy; but it may 
concern our preſent Argument, to 
 imploy a few Lines in this place, to- 
wards the further clearing the lately 
propos'd Objection. We may ob- 
ſerve then, that, whether or no it be 


True, which is taught by Ariſtotle, 


_ and commonl y recerv'd in the Schools, 
that the Underſtanding is like Blank 
Paper; and that ut receives noKnow- 
ledge, but what has been convey'd 
to it through the Senſes: Whether, 
1 ſay, this be or be not admitted, *tis 
plain, that the Notions which are. 
. either Congenite with the Under- 
ſtanding, or bg eaſily and early Ac- 
quird by it, that divers Philoſo-_ 
phers re Gig them Innate , are but 
very few, in compariſon. of thoſe 
that are requiſite to Judge aright, 
about any one of a multitude of 
things, that occur, either in Natural 
Pht- 


| t10NS an 
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| Philoſophy, or Theology. For in 
| the Divine Nature,'; Power , Wil- 
| dom, aud other Attributes, there is 


a Fzcundity that has produc'd a 


World of Contrivances, Laws, and 
other things, that exceedingly ſur- 


paſs both rhe Number and Variety, 
that the dim and limited Intelle& of 
Man could reach to, by framing and 
compounding [424's, without the 
affiſtance of the Patterns, afforded 
by the Works and Declarations of 
On the account of the fame Prero- 
ative of the Divine Knowledge, it 
muſt COPneney happen, that the No- 
Opinions, Men take up, of 
the Works and Mind of 'Gad, upon the 
mere Suggeſtions of the Abſtratted 
Reaſon, (if I may ſo call it) newly 
ſpoken of, muſt not only be almoft 
always very deficient, but will be 
oftentimes very errozeo#7, Of which, 
we ſee evident proofs in many of the 
Opinions of the Old Philoſophers , 
who, tho' Men of ſtrong Natural 
parts, were miſled "> what they ww 
5 . ” oo 
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took for Reaſon, to” maintain ſuch 
things about the Works and the Au- 
thorof Nature, as We, 'who, by the 
favour of' Experience and Revela- 
tion, ſtand in a much clearer Light, 
know to be* Falſe, and often jultly 


think utterly Extravagant. 


LO Importance of the Subject 
ely ſpoken of, and its 'being too 
»ixg Conſider'd, may make it de- 


ſerve to be Inculcated ; ;\arid there- 


fore I ſhall ſubjoyn on this occaſion, 
that That which TI have lately calld 
AbſtraFed Reaſon, is but'a narrow 
Thing,and reaches butto'a very ſmall 
ſhare of the Multitude' 'of Things 
knowable, whether Human or Di- 
yine, that may be obtaim'd by the 
help of farther Ex perienee, and Su- 
pernarural 'Revelation. This Rea- 
fon, furniſh'd with a9 other Notices 
than it can ſupply it ſelf with, is fo 


narrow and" deceitfal a Thing, that 


He that 'ſeeks for Knowledge only 
within Hunſelf, ſhall be lure” to be 
quite Tghorant of far "the: oreateſt 


part of Things, and will carce eſcape 


being 
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being Miſtaken about a.good part of 
Thoſe he thinks he knows. 
But, notwithſtanding _ what hs 
been hitherto ſaid, 1 am far from 
mtending to deny Reaſon any of its 
juit Prerogatives. Far. I ſhew in 
another Paper, that Experience i is but” 
an Aſſiſtant to Reaſon, ſince it doth 
indeed ſupply Informations to the 


Underſtanding; but the Underſtand- 


109g remains {till the Judge, and has 


the Power or Right, to Examine and 


make uſe of the Teltimonies that are 
preſented tgit. The Outward Senles 
are but the Inſtruments of the Soal, 
which Hears by the intervention of- 
the Ear, and in reſpe& of which, the 
Eye it felf 1 is but a more Immediate 
Optical Tube; and the Senle does 
by Perceive Objects, not Judge of 


them. Nor do the more wary among 


the Philoſophers, truſt their Eye, ta 
Teach them the Nature of the vilible 
Object; but only employ it to Per- 
ceive the P/@n0mena It exhibits, and 
the Changes that happenitc 1's elf by 


the ado. of it, And, whzreas *tis 
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eonfeſs'd, that the Senſories may'de.. 
ceive us, it the Requiſites of Senſa- 
tion be wantingz as when a Square 
Tower appears Round at a grear 
diſtance, and a Straight Stick half in_ 
the Water, appears Crooked, becauſe 
. of the double Medium ; *ris the part 
of Reaſon, not Senſe, to Judge, whe- 
ther none of the Requiſites of Jenſa- 
tion be wanting; which (give me 
teave ro add) oftentimes requires,not 
only Reaſon, but Philoſophy, and 
then alſo 'tis the part of Reaſon to 
Judge, what Concluftons may, and 
what cannot, be ſafely grounded on 
the Informations of the Senſes, and 
the Teſtimony of Experience. So 
that when *tis ſaid, that Experience 
Corred&s Reafon, 'tis ſomewhat an im- 
proper way of Speaking; fince *tis 
Reaſon it felf, that, upon the Informa- 
tion of Experience,Corrects the Judg- 
ments ſhe had made before. Foy 
And this (borrow*d from the fore- 
_ mention'd Paper, becauſe *twas never 
_ Publiſh*d) prompts me to illuſtrate 
the Uſe of Reaſon, by comparing her 


ember ing 4, 
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.. toan able Judge, who comes to Hear 
and Decide Cauſes in a ſtrange Coun- 
try. For'the General Notions he 
brings with him, and the Dicates of 
Juſtice and Equity, can give him but a 
yery ſhort and imperfe&t Knowledge 
of many things, that are requiſite to 
_ frame a right Judgment, about the 
Caſes that are firſt brought before 
him; and before he has heard the 
Witneſſes, he may be very apt to 
fall into Prejudicate Opinions of 
things, (whether Perſons or Cauſes.) 
But when an Authentick and ſuffici- 
ent Teſtimony has clear'd Things to 
him, he then pronounces, according 
to the Light of Reaſon, he 1s Maſter 
of; to which , the Witneffes did but 
oive Information, tho' That ſubſe- 
quent Information may have oblig'd 
him, to. lay aſide ſome Prejudicate 
Opinions he had entertain'd before 
he recetv'd it. And what 1s ſaid of 
Natural Experience, 1n reference to 
_ the Mn Jerfian ding, may, with due 
alteration, be apply'd to Supernaturat 
R:velation: For here alſo the Under- 
T ſtanding 
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ſtanding 1s. to Examine, whether the 
Teſtimony . be indeed Divine; and, 
whether .a Divine Teſtimony ought 
to be (as It will cafily perceive it 
ſhould) Believ'd, in what it clearly 
Teaches 'to omit other Uſes of Rea- 
ſon, (about Theological Matters ) 
which belong not jto this place; 
where it may ſuffice to have ſhewn, 
that Reaſon 1s not Degraded from the 
Dignity that belongs to her, of Per- 
ceiving and Judging; tho? ſhe be Obli- 
ged by her own Dictates, to take in 
all the Aſſiſtance ſhe can, from Expe- 
 Tience, whether Natural, or Superna- 
tural; and by the fuller Accounts of 
things ſhe reccives from thoſe Infor- 
mations, to ReCtify, it need be, her 
former and leſs mature Judgments 
in ſhort, Thoſe that cry up Ab- 
ſtracked Reaſon, as If 1t nod Selt- 
ſufficient, exalt it in Words ; but we 
that Addreſs Reaſon to. Phyſical and 
Theological Experience, and dirt 
it how to Conſult them, "and take; its 
- Informations from them, exalt it 7 
> Effed 3 5 and Reaſon 1 1s much a 
ay 
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fully ſery'd , by the former ſort of 
Men, than by the later; fince whilſt 

thoſe do but flatter it, theſe take the 
right way to 7#zprove it. SO fÞ. 

Thope you will not unagine, that I 
have, in the foregoing part of this 

Letter, ſaid all thatT could' fay perti- 
nently. For, being mindful of the 
Brevity becoming an Epiltolary Diſ- 

courſe, I omitted feveral Arguments, 
that would have challeng'd their pla- 
ces 1n a juſt Treatiſe ; and have but, 

Touch'd upon moſt of thoſe I have 
mention'd; tho' Reaſonings of this 
Kind are uſually like Tapeſtry, which 
lofes much by being look*d on whilſt 
the Hangings are Folded up, which 

ſhould be difplay'd to their full Di- | 

_ menſions. - 
- Buthaving offer*d you /ozre things, 

which perhaps you haye not met with 

elſewhere; and having, tho' but tran- 
fjently, touch'd upon the Grounds of 
divers other confiderable Arghments; 

I hope that your Learning and Saga- 

city, will both Supply what you will 

diſcern to have been Qmitted, and 
| En- 


